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Brandon Mull
Signs Crystal Keepers: Five Kingdoms
Wednesday, April 1, 7:00 PM

Join us in welcoming Brandon Mull, author of 
the bestselling Beyonders, Fablehaven, and Five 
Kingdom series, to Mysterious Galaxy for the release of his 
latest novel, Crystal Keepers. In Mull’s latest action-packed 
series Cole Randolph navigates a world where magic and 
dreams are real. He never meant to come to The Outskirts, a 
place that lies between wakefulness and dreaming, but when 
his friends were kidnapped on Halloween he had to try and 
save them. As he continues to search for his friends in Crystal 
Keepers, he must make sure that he too doesn’t get trapped 
there. Reality and imagination collide in this engaging and 
adventurous middle-grade read.

Peter Brett
Signs The Skull Throne
Thursday, April 2, 7:30 PM

Mysterious Galaxy is excited to welcome 
Peter V. Brett, New York 
Times bestselling author of the 
groundbreaking Demon Cycle series. 
Brett will be signing the latest in the 
series, The Skull Throne. In the midst of 
civil war, the Skull Throne of Krasia 
stands empty and the corelings have been growing stronger. 
Without a savior, the struggle for succession threatens to tear 
the Free Cities of Thesa apart and without Arlen and Jardir 
there may be none strong enough to stop the corelings. In his 
latest epic fantasy novel Brett not only delivers an action- 
packed and suspenseful installment but also continues to set 
the new standard for heroic fantasy.

S.G. Browne
Signs Less Than Hero
Friday, April 3, 6:00 PM

S.G. Browne, hailed by Jonathan Maberry 
as “One of today’s very best writers,” 
turns his satirical and darkly comedic 
senses to better living through drugs in 
Less Than Hero. Publishers Weekly noted: 
“While Browne’s novel has the trappings 
of a superhero story (including a shout-out 
to cult film Mystery Men), it works equally as a critique of a 
broken and corrupt pharmaceutical industry, one in which 
medicines often exacerbate the problems they’re designed to 
cure while introducing new ones.” (Please note the 6:00 start 
time in observance of Passover.) Scott will also appear at 
WonderCon in Anaheim.

Terry Shames
Signs A Deadly Affair at Bobtail Ridge
Wednesday, April 15, 7:30 PM

Terry’s debut mystery novel, A Killing 
in Cotton Hill, won a Macavity Award 
for Best First Mystery Novel in 2014 
and was also named one of the top five 
debut mystery novels by 
MysteryPeople. She hasn’t stopped 
since then, proceeding to write three 
more novels featuring likeable retired 
police chief, Samuel Craddock. Now in 
the fourth book of this Texan small-
town mystery series, A Deadly Affair at 
Bobtail Ridge, Craddock promises a dying woman to keep 
watch over her daughter, Jenny, who she believes is in danger. 
Craddock soon realizes that Jenny’s mother was right, and it’s 
up to him to uncover the truth from Jenny’s secretive past to 
find out who would be after her and why. 

SD Book Group
The Martian by Andy Weir
Wednesday, April 22, 7:00 PM

The San Diego Book Discussion Group 
is led by Fearless Leader Christine. 
Participation is open to all readers; 
readers need not have completed a 
particular book to attend – it’s the perfect 
opportunity to branch out and find new 
favorites! Attendees receive 20% off of 
the current book club selection, The 
Martian by Andy Weir. Patrick’s review 
notes, “the whole novel reads like a heartwarming/stopping 
action movie ... and I loved every page-turning, non-cynical, 
hero-filled word of it.”

Vince Aiello
Signs Faith Full
Friday, April 24, 7:30 PM

Vince Aiello, a Southern California attorney and novelist, 
reinvigorates the legal thriller genre, with his stories about 
lawyers, mostly set in America’s Finest City, San Diego. 
Legion’s Lawyers, released in winter 2014, places the head of 
a prestigious San Diego law firm in the middle of a turf war 
between a Mexican drug cartel and a local gangster. Faith Full 
sets two Carlsbad men on a collision course where faith will 
be challenged, faith will be doubted, and faith will be tested. 

Looking Ahead in-store in San Diego
California Bookstore Day – May 2; The Writers’ Coffeehouse 
– May 3; Mary Robinette Kowal – May 6; Marie Brennan – 
May 6; Mysterious Galaxy 22nd Birthday Bash with Tina 
Connolly, Barrie Summie, George Galdorisi, Craig Faustus 
Buck and more – May 9; Lyndsay Faye – May 20; Rachel 
Howzell Hall – May 27; Peter Orullian – May 28; Steve 
Martini – May 29; Matt Coyle – May 30; Greg Proops – May 
31; and on into summer…
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WonderCon Anaheim
Friday, April 3 through Sunday, April 5
Anaheim Convention Center

Mysterious Galaxy will be the center of 
the bookselling galaxy in Booth #908 at 
Wondercon Anahim 2015! Booth signings as of publication date 
include: Kevin J. Anderson, Rebecca Moesta, Lisa Morton, SG 
Browne, Cecil Castellucci, Tom King, Naomi Novik, Todd 
McCaffrey, Greg van Eekhout, James Morris, Greg Weisman, 
Joe Cepeda, Jenni Holm, Molly Idle, Brian Won, Salina Yoon 
and Henry Herz. 

WonderCon is the sister show to Comic-Con International, 
embracing all the main aspects of that show, including comics, 
movies, TV, animation, the Masquerade, and more. The event 
has grown in all aspects over the years: more attendees, more 
exhibitors, more programming, and more fun. In its current 
Anaheim-based incarnation, WonderCon continues to be a 
must-attend event for fans of popular culture, including 
speculative fiction. For tickets and additional information for 
the convention please visit the convention’s website. 

Literary Orange
Saturday, April 11
Irvine Marriott

Since 2007 Orange County Public Libraries has 
hosted Literary Orange, the OC’s premier literary event aimed 
at uniting authors, readers, and libraries in a celebration of 
literature. On Saturday morning, April 11, readers from all 
over Southern California make their way to the Irvine Marriott 
to spend the day with their favorite authors and books. 2015’s 
Keynote Speakers are Anne Perry and Emily St. John Mandel; 
panel topics range from non-fiction titles on cooking, 
memoirs, and Hollywood through fiction spanning the range 
from young adult drama to romance to mystery and suspense. 
Registration closes on Friday, April 6, so don’t wait to register 
via the conference’s website. 

Chat with Cozy Mystery Authors 

Avery Aames, Kate Carlisle, Jenn McKinlay and  
Diane Vallere
Redondo Beach Main Library 
Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 – 7:30 PM

If cozying up with four cozy and charming mystery authors 
sounds like your cup of tea then come join us at the Redondo 
Beach Main Library for a night of lively discussion—and yes, 

there will be tea (and cookies!). Award-winning author Avery 
Aames will talk about the latest in her Cheese Shop Mystery 
series, As Gouda as Dead, featuring cheese shop owner 
Charlotte Bessette. Kate Carlisle will discuss the second in her 
Fixer-Upper Mystery series, This Old Homicide, about 
contractor and part-time sleuth Shannon 
Hammer. Jenn McKinlay will be happy 
to talk about the seventh in her Cupcake 
Bakery Mystery series, Dark Chocolate 
Demise. And Diane Vallere will add a 
touch of the mysterious and mod with the 
latest in her series featuring a mid-
century modern interior decorator who 
has modeled her life after Doris Day, 
With Vics You Get Egg Roll. The event is 
free and open to the public so come early 
for a good seat!

Star Wars Celebration
April 16 through April 19
Anaheim Convention Center

Star Wars Celebration bills itself as “the ultimate fan 
experience focused on a galaxy far, far away...” This is an 
exciting time to be a Star Wars fan, and Star Wars Celebration 
in Anaheim, CA will bring fans of all ages together, from all 
around the world, to celebrate the pop culture phenomenon 
that is Star Wars - all on the cusp of new Star Wars movies and 
television shows! Celebration - Lucasfilm’s love letter to fans 
- offers four fun-filled days all in the setting of the ever-
evolving Star Wars universe. Look for Mysterious Galaxy in 
the Exhibit Hall in Booth #960.

Library Adventure with Diane Ackerman

Carlsbad Reads The Human Age 
The Carlsbad City Library
Saturday, April 18, 3:00 PM

Adventures by the Book is pleased to 
announce that renowned author Diane 
Ackerman has been selected as the 2015 
Carlsbad Reads author, and you are 
invited to the launch event. Join Diane as 
she discusses and signs her newest 
book, The Human Age: The World Shaped 
by Us. In this landmark book, Ackerman confronts the fact that 
the human race is now the single dominant force of change on 
the planet. It takes the reader on an exciting journey to 

understand this bewildering new reality, introducing us to many 
of the people and ideas now creating, perhaps saving, our 
future. Carlsbad Reads Together brings community members 
together and engages them in discussion about the same book at 
the same time.

Joshua Davis Discusses Spare Parts
The La Habra Library
Sunday, April 19, 2:30 PM

Joshua Davis signs Spare Parts: Four 
Undocumented Teenagers, One Ugly 
Robot, and the Battle for the American 
Dream at the La Habra Library. Spare 
Parts, recently released as a motion 
picture, is the story of four 
undocumented Mexican- American teens 
from West Phoenix who, ten years ago, represented their 
underfunded high school in a national NASA-sponsored 
robotics competition in California. These four teens risked the 
threat of deportation and other obstacles; follow them as they 
battle for the American dream.

Laura Levine in Granada Hills
Signs Killing Cupid
Granada Hills Woman’s Club
Thursday, April 23, 2015, 1:00 PM

Come join us at the Granada Hills Woman’s Club for a fun-
filled afternoon with cozy mystery author, Laura Levine, of 
the popular Jaine Austen mystery series. In her latest title, 
Killing Cupid, the freelance writer lands a job writing copy for 
the Dates of Joy match-making service. When the ruthless 
conniving matchmaker winds up dead, Jaine realizes the killer 
could be any number of vengeful employees or disgruntled 
clients. In order to clear her own name, Jaine must navigate 
her way through various lovesick Lotharios to find the real 
killer. Once again, Laura entertains us with the adventures of 
the unlucky-in-love Jaine, and fans of this charming series 
won’t be disappointed. This event requires registration by 
April 15. Please contact Yolanda Petroski at 818.363.9844 
with questions, or to register.

Looking Ahead in Our Communities
Ladies, Lunch and Literacy with Gwendolyn Womack – May 
1; Lovecraft Film Festival in San Pedro – May 1 – 3; Books 
Are Better Shared in Mission Viejo – May 17; Phoenix 
Comicon – May 28 – 31; California Crime Writers Conference 
in Pasadena – June 6 & 7 … and more as summer heats up!



Speculative Fiction
Flex by Ferrett Steinmetz

Paul Tsabo is an ex-cop turned 
insurance investigator. He’s the only 
person to ever single-handedly take down 
a ‘mancer, aka a magic user. Losing his 
foot in the process he has left the police 
job in order to live a quieter life filing 
paperwork. But that all comes to a fiery 
end as his apartment is burned up and his 
daughter scarred. Paul is out for revenge. 
He knows the fire was caused by Flex, a 
drug that is made by ‘mancers that causes normal people to 
have unusually good luck. But that luck comes with a price, 
(the universe demands balance), and creates Flux, the bad luck 
that needs to go with the good.

As Paul discovers his own ‘mancy he teams up with a fellow 
magic user and enters the dark world of Flux and ‘mancy. 
Having to keep his new skills a secret while pursuing a 
‘mancer hell-bent on destroying the world, Paul has to make 
several decisions that he knows will not have a good outcome. 
Part Breaking Bad, part Sandman Slim, Flex is a fantastic gritty 
urban fantasy. – Emilio
Angry Robot paperback original, $7.99

The Skull Throne: Book Four of The Demon Cycle 
by Peter V. Brett

While the Deliverers are away, their 
peoples will play. Jardir and Arlen have 
vanished, off to take their war to the core. 
In the south, the sons of Jardir vie for the 
Skull Throne, but is anyone worthy to 
ascend to the Seventh Step? Can Inevera 
keep their sons and her people from civil 
war? In the north, Leesha and Rojer 
struggle to bring the northern peoples 
together against those of Krasia, but do a 
ward witch and a fiddle wizard have a 

core’s hope of keeping all of the jealously, court intrigue, and 
political machinations at bay long enough to complete their 
mission? All must come together to face the night, for night is 
when the demons come. All must unite or die in darkness. 
Brett’s world and its people are so three-dimensional and well-
realized that I often find myself lost there, drawn in to my core. 
Deliver me. – Patrick 
Signed copies available on April 2. Del Rey, $28.00.

Mystery & Suspense
Asylum by Jeannette De Beauvoir

This is fiction, however, it reveals a real and tragic time in 
American and Canadian history. Set during the height of the 
Cold War, the CIA – with the ultra- classified help of the 
Canadian government – was trying to 
develop a truth serum and other drugs 
by performing lobotomies, and 
administering electroshock therapy and 
psychotropic medication. Human 
specimens were needed to experiment 
on. Who better than the unwanted and 
defenseless orphans of Cite de St. Jean 
de Dieu? Fast forward to modern day 
Montreal where four women are found 
brutally murdered and shockingly 
posed on park benches throughout the city over several 
months. Martine LeDuc is the director of PR for the mayor’s 
office and is tasked with acting as liaison between the mayor 
and the police department. Martine pairs with young 
detective, Julian Fletcher, to investigate the horrific 
experiments that went on in the 1950’s and determine how 
they are related to these four murders. Knowing it is based on 
true occurrences is terrifying. – Bunny
Minotaur Books $25.99.

Monday’s Lie by Jamie Mason
Like Jamie’s stellar debut, Three Graves 

Full, Monday’s Lie is also a stand-alone 
thriller. Dee’s mother, Annette, not only 
was a professional spy, but also passed 
along her skills of observation and 
problem-solving to her offspring. Dee has 
aspired to lead a completely pedestrian, 
mundane, and conventional life as an 
adult, including her choice of spouses. 
When Dee’s husband, Patrick, begins to 
display some questionable mannerisms, her childhood training 
serves her well; she also brings her talents to bear to dig deeper 
into the mystery of her mother’s career. A fun suspense ride. – 
Maryelizabeth
Gallery Books, $24.99.

Curated Selections
The Empire of the Senses by Alexis Landau

This luscious debut is a breath-taking, 
beautiful piece of fiction set in war-torn 
Europe during WWI and its aftermath. I 
was quickly drawn into the life of Lev 
Pearlmutter, an assimilated German Jew, 
at odds with himself and his world at this 
momentous time in our history. After 
joining the military in 1916, Lev is posted 
to the Eastern Front. It is while serving 
there that he meets and falls for Leah, a 
beautiful young Jewish woman who lives 
with her extended family. Lev’s exposure to her way of life 
becomes a life-changing experience for him.

Upon his return to Berlin, Lev must deal with his distant 
wife, his treasured daughter, and his difficult son while he tries 
to reconcile his feelings for Leah and his Jewish identity to the 
life he currently lives. This period piece is so well-drawn that 
you feel yourself walking the streets with Lev and his family, 
experiencing their emotions, fear, and fates. Despite all that 
has been written of this era, your understanding of this time 
and this place and what it meant to be Jewish in Berlin 
between the two World Wars will stay with you long after your 
turn the last page. – Terry 
An April Fantastic First selection. Signed copies 
available. Pantheon Books, $27.95.

The Memory Painter by Gwendolyn Womack
The Memory Painter has everything I look for in a book: 

smart characters, great pacing, interesting ideas, a bit of 
romance, and something out of the ordinary. Linz Jacobs and 
Bryan Pierce are both brilliant and successful in their own 
fields. Bryan is an accomplished and 
famous artist with many secrets, only 
some of which are related to his 
painting. Linz has always excelled in 
everything she does. She currently 
works for her father’s mega-
pharmaceutical company as a 
neurogeneticist who is dedicated to 
finding out how memories are made. 
When the two meet, there is an instant 
connection … one that spans many 
lifetimes (though only one of them realizes this), and it is this 
connection that helps them solve a number of mysteries … in 
the present and in the past. The Memory Painter kept me 
engrossed every step of the way. My only question is how 
will Womack top this excellent debut? – Terry 
A signed Fantastic First pick for May, Picador, $26.00.

Young Adult
A Wicked Thing by Rhiannon Thomas

It is a difficult thing to stand out among the slew of YA 
authors who tackle fairy tales. But A Wicked Thing certainly 
does so. It has a wonderfully fast-paced plot, good writing, and 

a refreshing narrative. When Aurora (“Sleeping Beauty”) 
wakes up after a hundred years, she is viewed as only a 
character out of a legendary story – a princess meant to save 
and rule the kingdom with her one true love. But Aurora wants 
to write her own story and A Wicked Thing is less about 
recasting a fairy tale heroine as a love-stricken teen than it is 
about Aurora challenging her own fate. A fun read and a 
welcome addition to the Fairy Tale genre. – Kelly
Harper Teen, $17.99.

Fairest by Marissa Meyer
As a huge fan of the Lunar Chronicles, 

I was anxiously awaiting the fourth and 
last book previously promised in January 
2015. Instead, Macmillan released 
Fairest, a prequel that is Levana’s, the 
evil lunar queen’s, story. The tale begins 
with a fifteen year old Levana preparing 
for the funeral of her recently murdered 
parents, and ends with a woman capable 
of murdering her dearest love. If you 
thought Levana was malicious in Cinder, Scarlet, and Cress, 
her older sister, Channary will stagger you. She is the very 
reason that Levana is forced to use her “Glamour” throughout 
the series, and is the cause of her younger sister’s 
wickedness. Fairest is a triumphant tale of love, death, war 
and deceit that will sate your hunger for the final book of the 
Lunar Chronicles… for the moment anyway. – Bunny
Feiwel and Friends $17.99.

Magonia by Maria Dahvana Headley
Magonia is a truly fantastic work in all 

senses of the word. The novel’s richly 
imagined world takes readers into a 
strange and fierce world of airships and 
cities that reside above the clouds, and 
the avian metahumans who live there in 
secrecy — and in competition for 
resources with homo sapiens. Teenage 
Ava has struggled for breath on a daily 
basis; she is less surprised when she 
believes she asphyxiates and dies, than 
she is by her transportation to the world of Magonia, where 
it’s revealed she is inhuman and the changeling daughter of 
the captain of one of the airships. But will Ava align with her 
newfound people against the family and BFF / romantic 
interest who raised, nurtured, and loved her? The gorgeous, 
messy, and often laugh-out-loud funny narrative is perfectly 
suited to teen readers, and to those who remember the 
feelings of alienation during adolescence. – Maryelizabeth
Harper Epic Reads, $17.99.
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Los Angeles Times Festival of Books
Saturday, April 18 & Sunday, April 19

USC Campus

On Saturday, April 18, and Sunday, April 19, Mysterious 
Galaxy will be hosting dozens of authors in our booth on 
the grounds of USC University Park Campus as part of 
the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books. Mysterious 
Galaxy’s booth location is Booth #368. In 2015, we will 
also have staff at the bright orange and festive Penguin 
Truck, and in the YA Stage area with HarperKids / Epic 
Reads in Booth #715. For more information about the 
Festival and directions, etc. visit the official web site — 
events.latimes.com/
festivalofbooks/ 

The most up to date information 
on our LATFB activities will be 
posted on our web page and in 
our electronic newsletter just before the event.


