
Noir at the Bar Los Angeles
The Mandrake Bar
Sunday, August 10, 8:00 PM

Join authors and readers at the renowned Mandrake Bar for a 
night of noir and more. Kelli Stanley will read from and 
discuss her brand new book, City of Ghosts. Stephen 
Blackmoore will read from the brand new novel Broken 
Souls. Charles Fleming will treat attendees to some old 
Hollywood noir with The Studio Kill and David Putnam 
brings his debut novel The Disposables. And the always 
entertaining John Vorhaus brings the grift with his mysteries.

The Elements of Mystery Author Panel
Santa Monica Main Library 
Saturday, August 16, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Join us as the Santa Monica Library wraps up their season of 
Adult Summer Reading with a fun and free-wheeling author 
panel of mystery writers, including moderator Naomi 
Hirahara (Murder on Bamboo Lane), Kim Fay (The Map of 
Lost Memories, an Edgar finalist for best first novel), Samuel 
W. Gailey (Deep Winter), Rachel Howzell Hall (Land of 
Shadows) and Don Passman (The Amazing Harvey). The talk 
will be followed by a book signing and author meet ‘n’ greet. 
It’s first-come, first-serve, so come early to get a good seat! 

Smart Summer Reads (SSR)
Meet Maggie Anton, Michelle Gable, David Fuller, Laura 
McNeal, Theresa (Terri) Wahl … and some surprise guests at 
the Redondo Beach Bookstore 
Sunday, August 17, 3:00 PM

Don’t miss our last event in the Redondo Beach bookstore 
space! Smart Summer Reads is an opportunity to meet new 
authors to will fall in love with, and Ladies, Lunch, and 
Literacy’s non-profit partner, Literally Healing. Even if you 
have never attended SSR event, this event is for you … with 

authors and books for every sensibility 
and taste. Attendees will get to know 
each author when they move between 
author stations for what we like to call 
“Speed Dating with the Authors.” Spend 
seven minutes with every author at this 
fast-paced event and then spend more 
time with them at the end of the 
program. We guarantee you a wonderful 
afternoon and some great suggestions 
for your end of summer reading list.

Yom Limmud
Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center, La Jolla
Sunday, August 24, All Day

The vision for Yom Limmud is to create an environment in 
which the community unites to participate in and celebrate 
Jewish education. Sunday, August 24 marks the 10th annual 
Yom Limmud at the Lawrence Family Jewish Community 
Center, bringing together expert presenters in various fields of 
study. This year’s topics include Jewish history, The Bible, 
Israel, and Jewish current events. The keynote address will be 
delivered by rabbi Lawrence Kushner who will talk about 
What “Really” Happened on Sinai. Seventeen other sessions 
will be held throughout the day. For a full lineup of speakers 
and bios, visit sdcjc.org/yomlimmud.

Noir at the Bar – San Diego
La Jolla Brewing Company
Sunday, August 24, 7:00 PM

Noir at the Bar-San Diego has another stellar line-up scheduled 
for August! Join fellow mystery lovers on Sunday, August 24 at 
7:00 PM at La Jolla Brewing Company (7536 Fay Ave, La 
Jolla, CA 92037) and mingle with talented authors (list not final 
at publication) and drink some great beer!

Confirmed participants include: 

Jonathan Maberry, NY Times bestselling author and four-
time Bram Stoker Award winner, who writes the Joe Ledger 
thrillers, the Rot & Ruin series, the Nightsiders series, the Dead 
of Night series, and the Watch Over Me series.

Dana Fredsti, author of the Ashley Parker series, touted as 
Buffy meets the Walking Dead, as well as an ex B-movie 
actress with a background in theatrical combat.

Travis Richardson, Anthony and Macavity Award nominee 
for the short story “Incident on the 405” and author of the 
novellas “Lost in Clover” and the upcoming “Keeping The 
Record.”

Alan Russell, winner of the Critics’ Choice 
Award, The Lefty and two San Diego Book 
Awards and author of ten crime novels, 
including his latest, St. Nick.

Kelly Parsons, author of Doing Harm, is a 
board-certified urologist from Johns 
Hopkins University and is on the faculty at 
the University of California San Diego.

Holly West, author of Mistress of Fortune and the upcoming 
Mistress of Lies, has had short stories published in: “Shotgun 
Honey Presents: Both Barrels,” among other publications.

SFWA Southern California Reading
With Stephen Blackmoore, Sofia Samatar and Sherwood 
Smith at the Redondo Beach North Branch Library
Saturday, August 30, 2:00 PM

The SFWA Southern California Reading Series are free 
quarterly events that allow the Science Fiction and Fantasy 
community a chance to gather, network, and enjoy readings 
from local and visiting authors. Each event 
features three authors who read from their 
latest work, followed by a question and 
answer session and a signing. 

Stephen Blackmoore is the author of City 
of the Lost, Dead Things, and Broken Souls. 
He is also the author of the true-life crime 
blog L.A. NOIR, chronicling some of the 
darker aspects of Los Angeles. Stephen will 
also appear at MGSD on August 15.

Sofia Samatar is the author of A Stranger in Olondria, a 
fantasy novel exploring themes of travel, exile, and the conflict 
between oral and written ways of knowing. It won the 2014 
Crawford Award and is a finalist for the 2014 Nebula. She is 
nonfiction and poetry editor for the online journal Interfictions. 

Sherwood Smith is the author of dozens 
of fantasy and science fiction books, 
including the Wren and Sartorias-deles 
series. She has also collaborated with 
Dave Trowbridge and Andre Norton. 
Wren’s War was an Anne Spencer 
Lindbergh Honor book and a Mythopoeic 
Fantasy Award finalist.

Looking Ahead in Southern California: 
Susan Vreeland at the Mission Viejo Library – September 14; 
The Southern California Writers Conference in Newport 
Beach – September 19-21; T. Jefferson Parker special launch 
at the Fallbrook Library – September 23; Yangsze Choo at the 
Redondo Beach Library – September 30… and more as fall 
continues, including Bouchercon in Long Beach this 
November!
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Speculative Fiction
The Magician’s Land by Lev Grossman

From its magical opening scene in a largely mundane New 
Jersey bookstore, to its conclusion leaving readers with 
appropriate-to-the-story if not necessarily happy “good-byes” 
to Quentin Coldwater, flawed magician, and his compatriots, 
The Magician’s Land fulfils Lev’s unspoken contract with his 
readers to both honor and build on the classic tales of 
adventures at its foundation. After the losses of The Magician 
King, Quentin gradually develops more self-awareness and 
grace, while undertaking fabulous magical adventures, of 
course! Strongly recommended. – Maryelizabeth
Viking, $27.95.  

The Ultra Thin Man by Patrick Swenson
The year is 2113. Our heroes are two agents of the Network 

Intelligence Organization, gumshoes of the highest order. After 
the apparent suicide of a probable associate, and an antimatter 
attack that destroyed a moon and wrecked an entire planet, 
Gumshoe #1 is on the trail of the alien leader of the terrorist 
Movement of Worlds. Meanwhile, back at the ranch, his 
partner, Gumshoe #2, is on the hunt for those responsible for 
framing him and his partner for treason most foul. And just 
who, or what, is behind it all? That, my dear friends, is the 
question. The Ultra Thin Man is a mystery-thriller wrapped in 
science fiction, a Fantastic First practically gift-wrapped for 
Mysterious Galaxy. Interstellar conspiracy, enigmatic aliens, 
bizarre drugs, body-morphing technology, “Thin Men,” and the 
fate of the Union … just of few of the elements that make The 
Ultra Thin Man awesomeyay. I just love this stuff. – Patrick
Tor, $25.99. An August Fantastic Firsts Pick! 

The Lost by Sarah Beth Durst
Sarah Beth Durst’s first adult novel bears her trademark 

unique fantastic stamp – in this case, artist Lauren Chase is 
driving in the desert with no destination in mind, other than 
the desire to escape the reality of her mother’s terminal 
illness, when her circumstances draw her to the surreal town 
of Lost. By incorporating both themes of those who are lost 
and those who have suffered losses, set among the minutia of 
the lost — those stray socks, toys, shopping lists, etc. that we 
are all familiar with — Sarah Beth adds depth and dimension 
to her “Wizard of Oz”-like story. Recommended to fans of 
Seanan McGuire’s Sparrow Hill Road: Lost could be 
encountered along similar pathways. – Maryelizabeth  
Harlequin Mira trade paper original, $14.95. 

Suspense  
The Golem of Hollywood  
by Jonathan Kellerman and Jesse Kellerman

Can you imagine tracing Cain and Abel of the Old 
Testament to present day Hollywood? The Kellerman duo has 
done so with riveting flashbacks that fascinate from start to 
finish. Be prepared to be lost in the past, the present and the 
mythical in between as Jacob Lev, who has been demoted to 
the traffic division of the LA police department, unexpectedly 
gets a promotion to Special Projects and it seems it is because 
he is Jewish. He reports to 446 Castle Court at the remote 
northern most reaches of Hollywood to discover and then 
investigate a decapitated head and a Jewish symbol burned in 
the kitchen counter, that of “justice.” He discovers not only 
twisted and psychopathical murderers, but also a link to his 
identity dating back to the beginning of time. It is a very 
different and remarkable read. – Bunny 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.95, September 16, 2014 

One Kick by Chelsea Cain
Cain does it again, with a cast of damaged characters whose 

back and current stories will have you glued to the pages and 
wanting more. As she did with Archie Sheridan and Gretchen 
Lowell (two of the most unforgettable characters in crime 
fiction … if you don’t know what I am talking about, pick 
up Heartsick today!), Cain breaks new ground with Kick 
Lannigan. Kick was kidnapped at age 6 and held captive for 5 
years until she was accidently discovered in the home of her 
captor. She is doing her best to survive by arming herself, 
learning self-defense techniques, and trying to deal with the 
trauma that formed her. One Kick opens when she is 21 and 
her world is invaded by the mysterious John Bishop, a man 
who has seemingly endless resources and a talent for survival. 
They soon team up to find two missing children, but their 
story is far from straightforward. – Terry
An August Fantastic First pick from Simon & Schuster, 
$25.99. Meet Chelsea at MGSD on September 19. 

Dear Daughter by Elizabeth Little 
Janie Jenkins has a lot going for her, including her fierce 

dedication to being a self-protective bitch. She also has a lot 
of challenges, including being released after a decade in 
prison after being convicted for the murder of her mother; 
being hounded by celebrity stalkers and the media; and the 
nagging sensation that perhaps the conviction was valid, as 
her memories of the night of her mother’s killing are less than 
clear. The sharp and prickly Jane assumes a low-profile 
persona to conduct an investigation based on the thinnest of 
clues from her mother’s past in strange twinned small towns 
in South Dakota. Jane may not be likable or pleasant, but she 
is unforgettable. – Maryelizabeth 
Viking, $26.95. An August Fantastic Firsts Pick!  


