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Editors and Contributors
Sign Midian Unmade: Tales of Clive Barker’s Nightbreed
Sunday, August 2, 2:00 PM

Spend the afternoon with both editors 
Del Howison (co-proprietor of Dark 
Delicacies, indie horror bookstore in 
Burbank) and Joseph Nassise (multiple 
award-winning author of The Great 
Undead War and more) and a half-dozen 
contributors to Midian Unmade: Tales of 
Clive Barker’s Nightbreed. Participating 
contributors include Amber Benson 
(Witches of Echo Park), Kelly Dunn 
(Mutation Nation) & Stephen Woodworth (Through Violet 
Eyes), Nancy Holder (The Rules), Weston Ochse (Grunt 
Traitor), and David Schow (Hunt Among the Killers of Men). 
Publishers Weekly noted in part, “the juxtapositions of 
monstrous humans and humanized monsters will register with 
fans of thought-provoking horror. “

Mary Kubica
Signs Pretty Baby
Tuesday, August 4, 7:30 PM

National bestselling author of The Good Girl, Mary Kubica, is 
back with her second psychological thriller, Pretty Baby. 
Charitable Heidi Wood spots a teen holding an infant on a 
train platform, standing in the pouring rain. The next day, 
she’s there again. Heidi decides impulsively to bring the 
homeless teen home to live with her shocked husband and 
daughter. What starts as an act of kindness turns into a twisted 
nightmare as the secrets of the teen’s past are slowly unveiled. 
A starred review from Kirkus says, “This book will give 
insomniacs a compelling reason to sit up all night.” 

Christopher Farnsworth
Signs The Eternal World
Saturday, August 8, 2:00 PM

“In 1537, Simón de Oliveras y Seixas 
and five of his closest soldiers claim the 
fountain of youth in the Florida swamps 
after slaughtering the members of the 
Water Clan of the Uzita, who guard ‘The 
Water.’ Nearly 500 years later, Simon 
Oliver III, as Simón now calls himself, 
heads Conquest Biotech, a firm best 
known for its anti-aging pharmaceuticals, 
and his fellow Spanish conquistadors run 
the board. With the fountain’s water 

supply dwindling, Simon hires scientific genius David 
Robinton to find its secret. Meanwhile, Simon and his cohorts 
remain locked in a centuries-old war with Shako, the daughter 
of the Uzita chief and the massacre’s only survivor. Each man 
is obsessed with living forever, yet exhausted from the lies and 
hiding they’ve done for centuries and bored by life’s 
pleasures.” Publishers Weekly’s starred review for The Eternal 
World by Christopher Farnsworth has us ready to read it, as 
does Linda’s review on the back of this newsletter.

Phillip Reed
Signs Off and Running
Sunday, August 9, 2:00 PM

Phillip Reed is a former police reporter who writes mysteries, 
nonfiction, plays, and screenplays. His first novel, Bird Dog, 
earned him Edgar and Anthony Award nominations. His latest 
mystery novel, Off and Running, is a comic caper featuring 
struggling writer Jack Dillon who jumps at the chance to write 
the biography of TV comedy icon, Walt Stuckey. Walt, now an 
elderly recluse, is ready to reveal his big secret to Jack of why 
he left Hollywood many years ago until something goes 
terribly wrong, forcing Jack into committing a desperate 
crime. If you haven’t read Phillip Reed yet, you should 
definitely check out the author that the New York Times calls 
“a major virtuoso of mystery.”

Victor Milán and Melinda Snodgrass
Sign The Dinosaur Lords and The Edge of Dawn
Wednesday, August 12, 7:30 PM

George R. R. Martin’s description of series launch title The 
Dinosaur Lords: “It’s like a cross between Jurassic Park and 
Game of Thrones.” Publishers Weekly notes, “Milán skillfully 
crafts his characters, giving each one vivid individuality. He has 
also given significant thought to just how knights might use 

dinosaurs as mounts in combat, 
suggesting novel techniques such as 
hadrosaurs that make sonic attacks. 
Readers who pick this up for the gimmick 
will relish it for the able storytelling.”

Prolific writer of prose and scripts 
Melinda Snodgrass returns to her urban 
fantasy series with The Edge of Dawn, 
as Richard Oort weilds a literal Sword 
of Reason against an incursion of the 
Old Ones, traveling from Aztec pyramid to Hittite ruin in his 
endeavors. Fellow Santa Fe authors and friends Victor and 
Melinda will discuss their own works of imagination, as well 
as those that inspire them. 

Jenny Milchman 
Signs As Night Falls 
Friday, August 14, 7:30 PM

Jenny Milchman is the author of Cover of Snow, a Mary 
Higgins Clark winner for best suspense novel of 2013. She’s 
also known for her lengthy book tours. For Cover of Snow, she 
and her family were on the road for seven months in what 
Shelf Awareness called “the world’s longest book tour.” Now 
with her third novel, As Night Falls, 
she’s hitting the road again for her Bring 
on the Night tour. As Night Falls is her 
latest dark psychological tale of twisty 
suspense featuring a family who lives in 
an isolated cabin in the woods until two 
escaped convicts decide to pay them a 
visit, unleashing a night of terror they 
will never forget. You can find 
Maryelizabeth’s review on the other side 
of this newsletter.

Local Author Meet & Greet
Saturday, August 15, noon

Once again, Mysterious Galaxy brings you the local talent of 
more than a dozen authors — in our genres and beyond — 
who are enthused to share their works with us. We will mingle 
for a bit, then hear a little about each author’s work, and have 
some light refreshments to top off the afternoon. There will be 
a variety of genres and subjects ranging from gargoyles to 
Pocahontas, and from history to mystery to fantasy. These fun 
gatherings are a great opportunity to meet new people and 
have a chance to support our local authors. You just might be 
the first to support a future best-selling author of our time! 
Participants at press time include: Better Hero Army, Ethan 
Howard, Joshua Rutherford, Abigail Borders, Shauna Roberts, 
Vic Warren, Marie Andreas, Ona Russell, Paula Margulies, 
Kristen Elise, Cynthia Diamond, Jan St. Louis, and Selena 
Jones, Rachel Marks, Lynne Kennedy, and Teri MacIntosh!

Lisa Brackmann
Launch Party for Dragon Day 
Sunday, August 16, 2:00 PM

Lisa Brackmann has worked as an 
executive at a major motion picture 
studio, an issues researcher in a 
presidential campaign, and a singer/
songwriter/bassist in a rock band. Her 
first novel, Rock Paper Tiger, featuring 
American Iraq War veteran Ellie Cooper 
in the dissident Chinese art world, was 
nominated for The Strand Magazine 
Critics Award for Best First Novel, and 

her second novel, Getaway, won the Los Angeles Times Book 
Festival Grand Prize. Now the third and final installment of 
the critically-acclaimed Ellie Cooper series is here in Dragon 
Day. Ellie reluctantly agrees to help a powerful Shanghai 
billionaire by investigating his son’s new American business 
partner. Ellie is swept up into the glamorous circles of the 
Shanghai elite, but when a waitress is murdered at a party, 
Ellie is fingered as the prime suspect. She must find the real 
killer but even that may not be enough to save herself. 

Steph Cha
Signs Dead Soon Enough
Sunday, August 16, 2:00 PM

Steph Cha writes the acclaimed contemporary LA noir series 
featuring Korean-American aspiring private investigator, 
Juniper Song. She graduated from Stanford and Yale Law 
School and has written for The Los Angeles Times, The L.A. 
Review of Books, and Trop magazine. In the third Juniper Song 
book, Dead Soon Enough, Song is a full-fledged licensed 
private investigator at Lindley & Flores. When an infertile 
Armenian-American couple hires Song to follow Lusig, their 

surrogate who happens to be their cousin, she quickly realizes 
Lusig is conducting an investigation of her own. Lusig’s best 
friend, Nora, is an activist involved in an ugly public battle 
over a memorial and she’s been missing for a month. Song is 
thrust into the tightknit world of the Armenian community and 
the controversy surrounding the 1915 Armenian genocide.

Jason Hough 
Launch Party for Zero World
Tuesday, August 18, 7:30 PM

From Publishers Weekly’s starred review 
of Zero World by Jason Hough: “This 
massive brick of a science fiction thriller 
smashes The Bourne Identity together 
with The End of Eternity to create a 
thrilling action rampage that confirms 
Hough (the Dire Earth Cycle) as an 
important new voice in genre fiction. 
Peter Caswell, a cybernetically enhanced 
assassin from a futuristic Earth, and 
Melni Tavan, a deep-cover operative 
from a strange incarnation of the 1950s, are two deeply 
complicated and conflicted spies. Neither can complete their 
objectives without the other, and their superiors—and 
enemies—have hidden and often competing motives and 
plans.” See Patrick’s review on our website and (in part) on 
the backside of this newsletter for more praise for this 
selection for our Fantastic Firsts program. Then, join us for 
our Launch Party celebration of this former local author’s first 
hardcover release.

San Diego Book Discussion Group 

Discusses Hyde
Wednesday, August 19, 7:00 PM

The San Diego Book Discussion Group is led by Fearless 
Leader Christine. Participation is open to all readers; readers 
need not have completed a particular book to attend – it’s the 
perfect opportunity to branch out and find new 
favorites! Attendees receive 20% off of the current book club 
selection, Hyde. Rob’s review begins, “Daniel Levine’s 
revisionist take on The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde is an enthralling feat of storytelling, which not only does 
justice to the classic tale, but explodes it to reveal darker, 
deeper truths.”

Cozy Mystery Afternoon 

Ellen Byron, Daryl Wood Gerber, Nancy Cole Silverman, 
and Diane Vallere
Sign Plantation Shudders, Fudging the Books,  
Beyond a Doubt, and Crushed Velvet
Saturday, August 22, 2:00 PM

It’s an afternoon of quadruple cozy 
authors, discussing B&Bs, cookbooks, 
Hollywood, fashionable fabrics, and 
crime! In Ellen Byron’s debut cozy 
mystery novel, Plantation Shudders, 
Magnolia “Maggie” Crozat moves back to 
her hometown Pelican, Louisiana to help 
her parents run the Crozat plantation and 
their B&B. An eighty year old couple on 
their honeymoon is murdered at the B&B, 
and Maggie has no one to turn to. Since the Pelican police can’t 
seem to be of service, Maggie is forced to become an amateur 
detective and look for clues on her own.

In the fourth book of the The Cookbook Nook Mystery series, 
Fudging the Books, from Agatha Award-winning author, Daryl 
Wood Gerber, Jenna Hart is at it again! This time Jenna is 
hosting the local Chocolate Cookbook’s Club meeting with her 
dear friend and cookbook author, Coco Chastain. In the midst of 
the festivities, things start to fall apart. Coco’s editor, Alison, is 
killed and robberies are threatening the success of the event. 

Jenna takes matters into her own hands, 
and launches an investigation in search of 
the killer.

In the anticipated new novel Beyond a 
Doubt, author Nancy Cole Silverman 
delivers an exciting story that one reader 
calls “A real nail-biter!” Reporter Carol 
Childs is called to the scene of a dead 
body which turns out to be connected to a 
series of missing women. Young, 

attractive women are deceived by a false internet ad which 
promises them fame and fortune, but only leads them to be 
victims of human trafficking. When a judge’s daughter leaves a 
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Speculative Fiction
Zero World by Jason Hough

Peter Caswell is a programmable assassin, and a pretender 
of the highest rank. He can go anywhere, be anyone, and do or 
kill anything … and be back in time to forget the whole thing. 
He lives in the moment and moments are his life. His current 
mission has him chasing the only surviving crew member of a 
missing spaceship, a women who has apparently murdered the 
rest of her crew and then fled through a wormhole to an 
alternate Earth, a world eerily similar and yet wholly more 
dangerous than the one he left behind. Good thing he’s got 
skills. He’s going to need every last one of them, for all is not 
as it seems.

Melni Tavan is the perfect foil for Caswell, a Southern spy 
posing as a Northern reporter to be privy to all of the action. 
Like Caswell, she’s a smooth operator. Her current mission is 
to gather intelligence on the newly acquired technology so 
prevalent in the North, and on its inventor, a woman with 
knowledge far more advanced than any that existed before. 
Without this knowledge, the South is doomed. She’ll get that 
knowledge or eliminate the threat, for she has a few skills of 
her own. Highly recommended. – Patrick
August’s Fantastic First selection for Speculative Fiction. 
Del Rey, $27.00.

The Eternal World by Christopher Farnsworth
The Fountain of Youth. Does it exist, and if so, where and 

also when? More important, to what lengths would a person go 
to find it, keep it, and exploit the consequences of eternal 
youth? The Eternal World stirs up a cornucopia of times and 
places, including Spanish conquistadors, a Native American 
woman out for vengeance, a scientific prodigy specializing in 
biotechnology, and the conglomerate made up of very youthful 
men determined to keep and exploit their powerful influence, 
growing richer while not growing much older. When the 
corporation’s source of their youth begins to dry up, they call 
upon biotechnology expert David Robinton to try and recreate 
their liquid gold. He believes his research will benefit all 
mankind, but we know better. When Shako, the daughter of the 
chief whose tribe was destroyed by the conquistadors, comes 
calling with vengeance on her mind, David must figure out 
who is using him and why. Oh yeah, and how to survive this 
epic battle of immortals. For readers who like a fast-paced 
supernatural thriller mixing fantasy with history. – Linda 
William Morrow & Company, $25.99.

Mystery & Suspense
Dragonfish by Vu Tran

This noir page- turner is alive with history, the intrigue of 
Vegas, the pain of lost love, and much more. The story brings 
the Vietnam War era to life, and wraps it with such beautiful 
prose that you ache for the characters and their convoluted 
existence. Suzy, originally Hong, is missing; and her cop ex-
husband is blackmailed into searching for her by her current 
husband, a violent Vietnamese gambler and smuggler who has 

a curious past with Hong. Tran flashes back to the saga of 
Hong’s and her tiny daughter Mia’s migration from Vietnam to 
LA in beautiful heartbreaking letters Suzy is now writing to 
her abandoned daughter. The contrast of violent, crazy, and 
tender emotions is wonderfully woven together by this debut 
author. – Bunny 
August’s Fantastic First selection for Mystery & Suspense. 
W.W. Norton & Company, $26.95.

Bull Mountain by Brian Panowich
From its atmospheric setting in the Georgia Appalachian 

Highlands, to a multi-generational dynasty of dysfunctional 
men who have made their living off Bull Mountain (in mostly 
illegal ways), to a current-day national investigation into the 
family business … this debut will engross you. Clayton 
Burroughs is the McFalls County Sheriff and brother to Hal, 
the head of the “family business.” Hal is a violent and 
unpredictable man who rules Bull 
Mountain with a tight rein. When Agent 
Simon Holly visits Clayton with a 
proposal to solve some of the problems 
he faces with the criminal elements of 
his community, a series of events is 
triggered with devastating consequences. 
As the vast network of co-mingled 
activities involving guns, drugs, and 
violence is revealed, so are multiple 
generations of Burroughs which form 
the core of this mountain community. This is the story of 
family and the far reaching consequences of generations of 
dysfunctional relationships. Prepare to be skillfully drawn 
into the dark side of Bull Mountain as we welcome debut 
author Panowich, who will surely become a household name 
in no time. – Terry 
An August Fantastic First pick from G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 
$26.95.

A Study in Death: A Lady Darby Mystery  
by Anna Lee Huber

When Lady Drummond dies of 
apoplexy during a portrait painting 
session with Lady Kiera Darby, the artist 
immediately suspects Lady Drummond’s 
husband of murdering her. After enduring 
three years of abuse, Kiera recognized her 
subject’s body language and knows she 
was an abused woman. In spite of the 
doctor’s listed cause of death, it is not 
difficult for Kiera to convince inquiry 

agent Sebastian Gage, her fiancé, to help her investigate. 
Society’s rules and regulations, other crimes, and 
complications in the pregnancy of Kiera’s sister combine to 
increase the strain placed on the engaged couple’s relationship. 
Because this well-written book – fourth in the series -- is set in 
1831 Scotland, it is a history lesson as well as a mystery. – 
Guest Reviewer Sandra Hale
Berkley Prime Crime Mystery, $25.95.

In A Dark, Dark Wood  
by Ruth Ware

Leonora – known as Lee in a life that 
she is straining to forget, and as Nora in 
her new life as a successful crime writer – 
is safe in her quiet apartment when she 
receives an invitation to a long past 
friend’s hen party (as they call them in 
England.) Curiosity wins over better 
judgement and 48 hours later she finds 
herself waking in a hospital bed with a 
police guard at the door. “What have I done?” her mind is 
demanding; however, memory is non-existent. What happened 
in that glass house in the dark woods of Northumberland with 
old friends and strangers? It begins to come back to her slowly 
and it involves her beloved James and the life she had hoped to 
stifle forever. She must get back to the wood before she is 
arrested. The story offers non-stop action, pushing at the edges 
until the very end. Ware is a new author from a new literary 
imprint. – Bunny 
Scout Press, $26.00.

As Night Falls by Jenny Milchman
This intense thriller from the Mary Higgins Clark Award–

winner pits two escaped convicts on the run against a nuclear 
family in their wintery Adirondacks cabin. Sociopath Nick 
Muncey and his giant companion, Harlan, menace Sandy 
Tremont and her husband, wilderness guide Ben, and teenage 
daughter, Ivy, in the claustrophobic environs of their isolated 
home. Emotions run high as Jenny crafts insights not just into 
the Sandy and her family’s fears, and Nick and Harlan’s 
desperation, but also into family dynamics, spousal 
relationships, and more. A great chilling read for a hot 
summer’s night. – Maryelizabeth
Ballantine, $26.00.

For Fun!
Fishbowl by Bradley Somer

Who doesn’t enjoy a sneak peek into 
the lives of others? A goldfish named Ian 
certainly falls into the category of 
interested onlooker, even as he plunges 27 
stories from his fishbowl on the balcony 
of “Villain Connor Radley’s” apartment. 
Ian’s astute observations of his own 
situation as well as those he passes on his 
way will leave a smile on your face. As he will tell you, this 
story actually starts 30 minutes before his plunge and 
involves multiple glimpses into the lives of the inhabitants of 
Seville on Roxy, an apartment building in a nameless city 
that feels a lot like New York City. Ian’s trip is breathtaking, 
as are the big reveals in the lives of Connor, his girlfriend 
Katie, building superintendent Jemenez, the very pregnant 
Petunia Delilah, and a handful of others. Filled with insight 
and humor, (and a creative page layout!) this is a debut novel 
from an author to watch! – Terry 
St. Martin’s Press, $24.99.
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clue on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame, 
Carol Childs decides to take the risk and 
embark on a journey to uncover one of 
Hollywood’s dirty secrets. 

In Crushed Velvet, second in the 
Material Witness series, author Diane 
Vallere tells a riveting story of fabric 
shop owner Polyester “Poly” Monroe 
and her involvement in a murder. Poly 
gets a delivery of lush fabrics for her 

new shop Material Girl when she finds the body of her 
friend Guinevere’s husband, Phil. Phil’s wife, Guinevere, is 
the prime suspect. Things heat up when Guinevere 
confesses to killing her husband. Poly is now forced to 
choose between turning in the killer and saving her 
friendship. Diane will also discuss recent releases in her 
three other series.

Christopher Moore
Signs Secondhand Souls 
Sunday, August 30, 2:00 PM

From the prologue to Secondhand 
Souls: “(Selected from the Great Big 
Book of Death: First Edition) 
‘Congratulations, you have been 
chosen to act as Death, it’s a dirty job, 
but someone has to do it. It is your duty 
to retrieve soul vessels from the dead 
and dying and see them on to their next 
body. If you fail, Darkness will cover 
the world and Chaos will reign.’” MG 

fave Christopher Moore continues the tale of reluctant 
incarnation of Death, Charlie Asher, introduced in A Dirty Job.

Readers can also pick-up Stripey F*@K Throx — package 
of 3 “fashion” socks with Chris Moore/Independent 
Bookstore Day messaging — while supplies last.

Secondhand Souls goes on sale  August 25, starting 
at 10:00 AM! This is a numbered event – 
numbers for the signing line are free with the 
purchase of Secondhand Souls from Mysterious 
Galaxy.

Looking Ahead into September and Fall: 
Mark your calendars now!

Josephine Angelini – September 2; Alex Dolan – September 
2; Margaret Coel – September 3; Star Wars®: Absolutely 
Everything You Need to Know Launch Party – midnight, 
September 4; The Writers’ Coffeehouse – September 6; 
Stephanie Diaz – September 11; Cindy Pon – September 12; 
Reed Coleman – September 13; William S. Kirby – 
September 13; Catriona McPherson – September 15; R.A. 
Salvatore – September 18; Greg Van Eekhout – September 
19; Fran Wilde – September 19; Solange Ritchie – 
September 26; Mark Coggins – September 26, and Karin 
Slaughter and Jim Butcher and more in October!


