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Pierce Brown
Launch Party for Red Rising
Tuesday, January 28, 7:00 PM 

After a series of youthful adventures and 
occupations, Pierce Brown lives in Los 
Angeles, “where he scribbles tales of 
spaceships, wizards, ghouls, and most 
things old or bizarre.” Red Rising, his 
debut fantasy novel, has received acclaim from Terry Brooks 
and Scott Sigler, as well as MG’s own Patrick. (See part of 
Patrick’s review at the bottom of this page. The full review 
can be found on our website.) Join the launch party and get in 
on the ground floor for one of the hottest trilogies in dystopian 
adventure, our February Fantastic Firsts Speculative Fiction 
selection. 

Rachel Searles
Signs The Lost Planet
Friday, January 31, 7:00 PM 

The middle grades can be a magical time for discovering SF, 
and debut author Rachel Searles is prepared to launch a new 
batch of readers with The Lost Planet series. We may even 
have a guest appearance from her rocket scientist husband! 
Join Chase on his quest for identity, after he awakens on the 
planet Trucon with no memory of who he is, what role he may 
play in his universe, or who to trust.  

Susan Union
Signs Rode to Death
Saturday, February 1, 2:30 PM 

Susan Union was raised on a horse ranch near Boulder, 
Colorado, where she rode thoroughbred hunter/jumpers and 
competed in the Mountain States Show Circuit; hence, her 
equine journalist Randi Sterling mystery novels. We will host 
the launch of Rode to Death, the first in the series. Randi 
Sterling receives a proposition from Jaydee Hill, her 
charismatic college flame, to move to his ranch in San Diego’s 
wealthy Rancho del Zorro. Desire and curiosity drive her to 
accept his offer, however, what she finds there are his dead 
bride and her own fingerprints on the murder weapon. If you 
happen to love horses and murder, stop by and enjoy the 
afternoon. 

Local Author Celebration
Meet more than a dozen local authors
Saturday, February 8, noon to 3:00 PM 

This is your chance to not only support your local independent 
bookstore but also our local authors. We will present local talent 
that runs the gamut from mystery and science fiction to young 
adult, paranormal and graphic novels. Meet the authors, discuss 
their books and writing experiences and have some 
refreshments. Mysterious Galaxy is proud to be hosting these 
promising writers and we hope you will as well. 

Confirmed participants at press time include: Matt Coyle, G. 
Michael Hopf, Linda Wallace, Better Hero Army, James 
Raney, Matthew Wolf, C.E. Poverman, B. Zaragoza, Josh 
Finney and Kat Rocha, Steven M. Booth, Luis Serrano, Kevin 
Gerard, and Cyndia Rios-Myers.

Marilyn McPhie
Tells Ghastly Love Stories
Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 pm 

If you attended our Halloween event on Saturday, October 26, 
you will not have forgotten Marilyn and her outrageously 
entertaining stories. We know you will be back for more. This 
storyteller transports you back to your youth and has you 
thinking and actually saying, “one more story, please.” She 
guarantees these will be love stories with twists and turns 
certain to mesmerize. Make a twenty-dollar purchase and 
receive a free gift bag stuffed with romance novels and 
chocolate. Free gifts and stories - how can you stay away? 

Barry Eisler
Signs Graveyard of Memories
Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 pm 

Barry Eisler is the best-selling author of two thriller series, the 
first featuring anti-hero John Rain, a half-Japanese, half-
American former soldier turned freelance assassin. Graveyard 
of Memories, releasing the day before this signing, is the 
eighth in the series and full of the usual edge-of-your-seat 
action that Barry creates for his readers. 
This time circumstances force Rain into 
the position of contract killer as he also 
becomes entangled with Sayaka, a tough, 
beautiful ethnic Korean woman confined 
to a wheelchair. The demands of his dark 
work are at odds with the longings of his 
heart and with Sayaka’s life in the 
balance, Rain will have to make a terrible 
choice. Do not miss this chance to spend 
time with this legendary author. 

Give the Gift of Love
February 12 – 14
In-Store 

This Valentine’s Day we are offering to help you out! We are 
building gift bags of romance novels (and a little chocolate) 
that we know will be gobbled up by the romance reader on 
your Valentine’s list. And the best part, they are free … and 
they are wrapped! We are asking you to make a store purchase 
of $20 or more to qualify, but in return we will give you a gift 
ready to give (and estimated value $25). Something for you 
and something for your Valentine. What could be better? We 
will have chocolate at the counter for you too. Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

SCWC San Diego
Crowne Plaza Hanalei San Diego
Friday, February 14 – Monday, February 17 

Writers in progress should join MG at the 28th Annual Southern 
California Writers’ Conference at the Crowne Plaza Hanalei in 
Mission Valley from Friday, February 14 to Monday, February 
17. Instructors at this year’s intensive workshop convention 
include (subject to change): Suzanne Redfearn, Janis Thomas, 
Lisa Kessler, and Frederick Ramsay, and many more familiar 
names from the literary field. For more information, visit their 
website: www.writersconference.com. 

MGSD Book Discussion – Timescape
Wednesday, February 19, 7:00 PM  

The San Diego Book Discussion Group is led by Fearless 
Leader Christine. The February 19 discussion invites readers 
to travel to the future of the past, with Gregory Benford’s 
Timescape. Participation is open to all readers; readers need 
not have completed a particular book to attend – it’s the 
perfect opportunity for readers to branch out and find new 
favorites! Don’t forget, attendees receive 20% off the current 
group selection! 

Susan Elizabeth Phillips
Signs The Great Escape
Saturday, February 22, 1:30 PM 

Bestseller Susan Elizabeth Phillips’ greeting to readers on her 
website notes “Here’s what I know about you… You have a 
great sense of humor, and you love a good love story. But you 
want a little extra, too. A tear. A laugh. A sigh. A sense of 
recognition. So do I, and that’s why I write.”  Susan will 
discuss The Great Escape, Call Me Irresistible, and more. 
Please note the special time for this event. Officers and other 
members of the San Diego Chapter of Romance Writers of 
America will be present and happy to share info on what 
RWASD can offer romance readers. 

Robert S. Levinson
Signs Finders, Keepers, Losers, Weepers
Sunday, February 23, 1:00 PM 

Perhaps proving that one can take the boy out of rock-and-roll, 
but not the rock-and-roll out of the boy, Finders, Keepers, 
Losers, Weepers is a noir novel built on Robert S. Levinson’s 
background in the industry. His company, Levinson 
Associates, created and pioneered “independent PR support 
services” in the music industry and at one time was the largest 
rock-contemporary music PR firm in the world. Please note 
the special time for this event, and join Bob and the staff for a 
criminally entertaining afternoon, and assurances that names 
have been changed to protect...  

Jennifer McMahon
Signs The Winter People
Monday, February 24, 7:00 PM 

Maryelizabeth has been an enthusiastic 
advocate of Jennifer McMahon’s creepy 
Shirley Jackson-esque novels for years, 
and Mysterious Galaxy is delighted to 
host the best-selling Vermont author for 
her latest, The Winter People. Let 
Jennifer bring a chill to your Southern 
California winter with her latest, a tale of ghostly secrets, dark 
choices, and the unbreakable bond between mothers and 
daughters . . . sometimes too unbreakable. Besides 
Maryelizabeth, fans include Lisa Unger, Chevy Stevens, and 
Chris Bohjalian. 

Looking Ahead: 
Gay Hendricks and Tinker Lindsay – March 1; Brandon 
Sanderson – March 4; Patricia Briggs – March 15; Dan Wells 
& Robison Wells – March 19; ConDor Convention with Gail 
Carriger – March 21-13; Owen Laukkanen – March 27; 
Allison Brennan – March 28, and more as our spring calendar 
fills in!    
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Red Rising by Pierce Brown
A brave-hearted gladiator discovers that The Moon is a Harsh 

Mistress on the dunes and in the Houses of a moving and not-so 
Red Mars where The Hunger Games are used to keeping the  
oh-so colorful sheep from looking up and discovering The 
Penultimate Truth. Then it’s off to the Ender Vorkosigan Battle 
School where The Lord of the Flies and The Gods Themselves 
play A Game of Thrones before The Fall of Hyperion. 
Obviously a student of science fiction and fantasy’s greatest 
works, Pierce Brown takes the elements that made those works 
so great, makes them his own, and distills them into something 
quite remarkable. Bloodydamn awesome, in fact. 

Rarely am I so enthralled by a novel that I must read it 
straight through. Red Rising is such a novel and February’s 
Fantastic First pick. – Patrick 
Del Rey, $25.00

Dream London by Tony Ballantyne
Something strange is happening to London. Buildings are 

moving, twisting, vanishing, appearing. People are becoming 

different, falling away from old 
companions and lovers. Alien creatures 
from unknown worlds are drifting in. 
London is moving into the past, 
becoming a steampunk version of itself. 
London is becoming a phantasmagoria, 
as the old laws of nature become ever 
more tenuous. London is a waking dream 
pell-mell on the way to nightmare. And 
Captain Jim Wedderburn must go into the 
very heart of the nightmare to find out why London is turning 
into a dream world. And stop it, if he can. Before he becomes 
too different, too strange, too much a nightmare himself. A 
brilliant, profoundly disturbing book. Highly recommended and 
a 2013 Fantastic First pick! – David
Solaris paperback original, $7.99

North of Boston by Elizabeth Elo
This debut mystery revolves around thirty-year-old Pirio 

Kasparov, a New Englander of Russian descent and heiress to a 

high-end perfume company. While out lobstering with her 
fisherman friend Ned, their boat is deliberately rammed by a 
freighter and only Pirio survives the extreme cold of the North 
Atlantic. Sign aboard with Pirio as her exploration for answers 
starts on the docks of Boston and finishes near the Arctic, with a 
detour along the way to Florida at the request of the United 
States Navy – how exactly did Pirio survive in the freezing 
Atlantic? This engaging novel interweaves Pirio’s life with 
subjects such as perfumes, endangered species, alcoholism, and 
family relationships. – Adrean

Elo will transport you into new worlds: 
the perfume industry, the fishing industry 
in Boston, endangered whale species in 
Canada, and deceit, corruption and murder. 
The ending suggests a sequel and I am 
hoping it happens. – Bunny 

This worthy debut is our Fantastic First 
pick for February and Elo is a writer to 
watch. – Terry
Pamela Dorman Books, $27.95


