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Clarion Instructor Geoff Ryman
Discusses the Writing Process
Wednesday, July 2, 7:00 PM

Established in 1968, the Clarion Writers’ 
Workshop is the oldest workshop of its 
kind and is widely recognized as a 
premier proving and training ground for 
aspiring writers of fantasy and science 
fiction. As we do each summer, MGSD 
will be hosting the visiting instructors at 
our store. Geoff Ryman is a writer of 
science fiction, fantasy and surrealistic 
or “slipstream” fiction who currently 
lectures at the University of Manchester 

in England. He is best known for his science fiction; however, 
his first novel was the fantasy The Warrior Who Carried Life, 
and his revisionist fantasy, Was, has been called “his most 
accomplished work.”

George Galdorisi
Signs Tom Clancy’s Op-Center: Out of the Ashes
Sunday, July 6, 2:00 PM

Captain George Galdorisi (USN – retired) is a naval aviator 
who began his writing career in 1978 and has published 8 
books to date covering a wide range of military topics. His 
professional experience provides his works with a level of 
insight that is unique and compelling. In his latest, Tom 
Clancy’s Op Center: Out of Ashes, the covert force known as 
the Op Center is re-instated after terrorists detonate bombs in 
sports stadiums throughout the country. Only the men and 
women of this Op Center realize the terror that is about to be 
released on America. Join the Captain for what might be a 
frightening but entertaining evening. 

Book Discussion Group
Discussing The Lost City of Z
Tuesday, July 8, 7:00 PM

The July 8th discussion focuses on a non-traditional non-
fiction adventure, David Grann’s The Lost City of Z: A Tale  
of Deadly Obsession in the Amazon. The San Diego Book 
Discussion Group is led by Fearless Leader Christine. 
Participation is open to all readers; readers need not have 
completed a particular book to attend – it’s the perfect 
opportunity for readers to branch out and find new favorites! 
Attendees receive 20% off of the current book club selection! 

Clarion Instructor Catherynne Valente
Discusses the Writing Process
Wednesday, July 9, 7:00 PM

Notable poet, novelist and literary critic 
Catherynne Valente joins the Clarion 
Writers Workshop and presents her 
Indistinguishable from Magic, which 
contains more than 60 essays brought 
together in print for the first time. It 
features her most popular novel, The Girl 
Who Circumnavigated Fairyland in a 
Ship of Her Own Making and in it 

Catherynne shares her observations and insights about fairy 
tales and myths, pop culture, gender and race issues, an 
amateur’s life on planet Earth and much more. Valente coined 
the term “mythpunk” as a joke for describing her own and 
other works of challenging folklore-based fantasy. There will 
be plenty of interesting conversation sparked by this unusual 
and quirky author.

Mary Pearson
Launch Party for The Kiss of Deception
Friday, July 11, 7:00 PM

Party with Mary Pearson, the award-
winning young adult author of The 
Jenna Fox Chronicles, The Miles 
Between, A Room on Lorelei, and 
Scribbler of Dreams. She will be 
discussing her latest novel, The Kiss of 
Deception, in which Princess Lia flees 
her kingdom to escape a marriage to a 
prince she has never met. Little does 
Lia know she will meet him soon — 
along with an assassin sent to kill her. She might even be 
falling in love. Sound like fun? Join us!

Local Author Meet & Greet
Saturday, July 12, noon to 3:00 PM

Once again, we bring you the local talent of 13 authors who 
are anxious to share their works with us. We will mingle for a 
bit, then hear a little about each one and have some light 
refreshment to top off the afternoon. There will be a variety 
of choices ranging from young adult to graphic novels and 
mystery to fantasy. These gatherings are always lots of fun as 
we meet new people and have a chance to support our local 
authors. You just might meet the future best selling author of 
our time! Participants at press time include: Danielle Soucy 
Mills, Rusty Trimble, Corey Lynn Fayman, Darren Simon, 
Vic Warren, Peter Cruikshank, S.S. George, Pearson Sharp, 
Kat Rocha, Karl Morgan, Karla Tipton, R.J. Belle, and James 
Raney. 

Clarion Instructor N.K. Jemisin
Discusses the Writing Process
Wednesday, July 16, 7:00 PM

 N.K. Jemisin is a speculative fiction writer and blogger as 
well as a psychologist and career counselor. She has written 
many short stories and The Inheritance trilogy. The Shadowed 
Sun is the third book of her Dreamblood Series. In this novel, 
Gujaareh, the city of dreams, suffers under the imperial rule 
of the Kisuati Protectorate. A city where the only law was 
peace now knows violence and oppression. And nightmares: 
a mysterious and deadly plague haunts the citizens, dooming 
them to die screaming in their sleep. Find out why when 
Clarion Instructor Nora visits Mysterious Galaxy.

Allie Burke
Signs Amber Passion
Saturday, July 19, 2:00 PM

A novelist from Burbank, Allie Burke writes books she can’t 
find in the bookstore. Having been recognized for writing a 
“kickass book that defies the genre it’s in,” Allie writes with a 
prose that has been labeled poetic and ethereal. Amber 
Passion, the third and final in the Enchantress Series, aspires 
to answer the questions raised earlier in the series, and leave 
the reader forever changed and daydreaming in every shade 

imaginable, starting with darkness, and ending, at the end of 
the tunnel, with light. What better way to spend a Saturday 
afternoon?

Joe Abercrombie
Signs Half a King
Sunday, July 27, 2:00 PM

Join British fantasy author and occasional 
film editor Joe Abercrombie in-store to 
talk fantasy, black humor, reluctant 
heroes, and the madness of SDCCI. 
Publishers Weekly’s starred review of 
Half a King noted: “In this superb fantasy 
trilogy kickoff, Abercrombie (the First 
Law trilogy) regales readers with the tale 
of a young man who is thrust onto the throne by unexpected 
betrayal. … Abercrombie’s stellar prose style and clever plot 
twists will be sure to please both adult and teen readers.” 

Tobias Buckell
Signs Hurricane Fever
Tuesday, July 29, 7:00 PM

Best-selling SF author and futurist Tobias Buckell continues 
his tradition of thrilling and diverse stories, and his 
exploration of a world transformed by climate change with 
Hurricane Fever, the second in the Arctic Rising future-
thriller series. Hurricane Fever earned praise from Kirkus — 
“Buckell has written a smart and well-constructed tale that’s 
filled with excitement and the flavor of the Caribbean isles,” 
and Publishers Weekly – “The scenes of sailing and spying 
action move quickly, and the climax, set on a supersized 
satellite-launching cannon, is one white cat shy of a Bond 
movie.” Keep your books dry and join us in-store to talk 
about the shape of the future and espionage.

Clarion Instructors Jeff VanderMeer and  
Ann VanderMeer
Discuss the Writing Process
Wednesday, July 30, 7:00 PM

Our summer workshops with the Clarion Instructors draws to 
a close with the double-bill of spouses and editors Ann 
VanderMeer and Jeff VanderMeer. Ann is a Hugo-award 
winning editor and publisher who contributed not only to a 
number of esteemed print publications, but is also a 
consulting fiction editor for Tor.com. Jeff is also an book 
reviewer and an author – recent projects by the a three-time 
World Fantasy Award winner include Wonderbook: The 
Illustrated Guide to Creating Imaginative Fiction, the world’s 
first full-color, image-based writing guide, and the first 
installment in his Southern Reach novel trilogy 
(Annihilation).

Looking Ahead into August: 
Susan Spann – August 2; Henry Herz & Nancy Holder – 
August 3; Spencer Quinn – August 6; Rhys Bowen – August 
7; Linwood Barclay – August 8; Kelli Stanley – August 9; 
Carol Berg – August 10; Tammy Kaehler – August 16; Ken 
Kuhlken – August 16; Elizabeth Little – August 17; William 
Kent Krueger – August 25; Brent Weeks – August 29; Dana 
Fredsti – August 30 … and on into Fall!

Turn the page to find out where we are 
popping up around Southern California!
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Speculative Fiction
How to Tell Toledo from the 
Night Sky by Lydia Netzer

The characters in the new novel from 
the author of Shine Shine Shine share 
some of the same unique characteristics 
– they are unlike characters who 
populate anyone else’s writing that I can 
think of, while still being identifiable to 
the reader – in a story about connections, 
family, and the forces of fate. George 
and Irene are destined to be together, 
according to the stars, aligned from conception by the 
machinations of their mothers. Can they resist their fate? 
Should they? Readers may find themselves examining the 
roles psychology, astronomy, philosophy and family play in 
their own lives. Recommended for those who thrive on quirky 
and informed fiction. – Maryelizabeth
St. Martin’s Press, $25.99. 

Grunt Life:  
A Task Force OMBRA novel  
by Weston Ochse

Weston Ochse (author of the popular 
Seal Team 666 series) has written another 
knockout. His knowledge of the military 
and his love of science fiction and writing 
give us a book that is sure to hit best 
seller lists. Let me just say that this is 
much more than aliens running amok 
here. It is the story of men and women and their friends, 
strengths, sorrows, love of Planet Earth and the never ending 
desire to protect it. And last but not least their fierce fight to 
free all humans from extinction. Weston takes readers 
through the process that makes all of his characters part of 
the team who must save our planet and our race. We are 
thrown into a world that could be right around the corner for 
all of us. This book is incredible. Don’t miss it! – Guest 
Reviewer Diane Bader 
Solaris paperback original and a June Fantastic Firsts 
Pick, $7.99.

Young Adult
The Young World by Chris Weitz

All of the little children and adults are gone. The Sickness 
took them. Now it’s Lord of the Flies and the City, New York 
City. Tribes of teenagers fight over what’s left. It’s a dog eat 
cat eat rat world, The Young World. When one such tribe’s 
resident Brainbox uncovers the possibility of a cure, it’s time 
for a grand quest … starting at the New York Public Library. 
That’s right, sports fans, the library. Actual books! Then the 
fun really begins.

Acclaimed film writer/director Chris 
Weitz brings all of his talent to bear on the 
end of the world as we know it … and 
adds all kinds of teen angst. Seems most 
of YA today is Apocalyptic. Why? Why 
not? Because it’s awesome. Deal with it, 
and read this book. The Young World is the 
prefect summer read, and it cries out for a 
sequel. Bring it on! – Patrick
Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers, $19.00. An August Fantastic Firsts Pick.


