
Summer Reading Kickstarted!

Leila Howland, Jessi Kirby, Morgan Matson, and 
Joanna Philbin
Sign Nantucket Red, Golden, Since You’ve Been Gone, and 
Since Last Summer
Tuesday, June 3, 7:30 PM

Summer days and summer nights are made for reading, 
especially in Southern CA. Get started right on your 2014 
selections with our Summer Reading Kickstarted young adult 
event! Last summer’s Nantucket Blue by Leila Howland 
chronicled Cricket’s summer working as a chambermaid and 
falling in love with her best friend’s younger brother; Cricket’s 
journey continues in Nantucket Red. 

Publishers Weekly’s review of Jessi Kirby’s Golden notes in 
part: “Kirby’s third novel is inspirational and contemplative in 
its mood and tone. Multifaceted characters and dashes of 
mystery and romance come together in a 
successful meditation on the value of 
taking an active role in one’s life.”

The Kirkus review of Morgan Matson’s 
Since You’ve Been Gone states it’s “a 
winning blend of touching moments, 
memorable characters and situational 
humor takes readers to a surprising 
revelation at the story’s end.” 

Celebrate the launch of Since Last 
Summer by Joanna Philbin – the latest by the author of the 
popular The Daughters series. As in most of her books, 
themes of class and prosperity are interwoven with romance. 
This time Rory McShane examines what she values in life 
and boyfriends. 

Kate Carlisle and Hannah Dennison
Sign The Book Stops Here and Murder at Honeychurch Hall
Thursday, June 5, 7:30 PM

Golden Heart and Daphne du Maurier Award-winning author 
Kate Carlisle cites time spent with a vineyard-owning cult leader 
as one of the contributing detours along her route to becoming an 
author. After these little side trips, Kate rediscovered her love of 
writing and began to pursue her craft. The Book Stops Here is the 
eighth book in Kate’s Bibliophile Mystery Series. 

During Hannah Dennison’s early childhood she began 
creating and telling stories, although her mother called them 
fibs. Hannah tried a few different careers, including a stint in 
the Royal Navy, secretary to a Formula One racing 
Champion, and airline attendant on commercial and private 
charters. A meeting with Stephen Spielberg prompted Hannah 
to began to pursue her dreams of writing. Murder at 
Honeychurch Hall is the first novel in Hannah’s latest 
mystery series.

Terry Hayes
Signs I am Pilgrim
With Guest Host Christopher Rice
Friday, June 6, 7:30 PM

Terry Hayes spent his early career as a 
former journalist and foreign 
correspondent for the Sydney Morning 
Herald, reporting on events such as 
Watergate and President Nixon’s 
resignation. As well as his journalistic 
credits, Terry also has a screen writing resume that any film 
buff would envy. With writing cred on films like Mad Max: 
The Road Warrior and Beyond Thunderdome, Dead Calm, 
Payback and From Hell, Terry has assured his place in pop-
culture history. Now Terry has set his extensive writing skills 
to work on his first novel, I am Pilgrim, a fast-paced 
espionage thriller. Guest host Christopher Rice’s latest work 
is The Heavens Rise, which received a starred PW review, 
calling his “characters … complex and real, his dialogue 
pitch-perfect, and his writing intelligent and strong.” 

Phoenix Comicon
Phoenix Convention Center
Thursday, June 5 through Sunday, June 8

Mysterious Galaxy looks forward to seeing readers and an 
astonishing number of fabulous authors at this Southwestern 
celebration of popular culture and embracing one’s inner and 
/ or outer geek. Guest authors include Charlaine Harris, 
Christopher Golden, Jim Butcher, Greg Van Eekhout, Vicki 
Pettersson, Delilah S. Dawson, Heather Brewer, Scott Lynch, 
Elizabeth Bear, Seanan McGuire, James S.A. Corey, Jeff 
Mariotte, Naomi Novik, L.E. Modesitt, Jr, Django Wexler, 
Pierce Brown, Laini Taylor, Carrie Vaughn, and many many 
more. Look for Team MG in Booths 2532!! Patrick will be 
on-hand to make great recommendations. Check out our 
website for the extensive list of participating authors. 

Jenny Milchman
Signs Ruin Falls
Saturday, June 7, 2:30 PM

Jennifer Milchman explores the questions of how well any of 
us really know our chosen life-partners and the deep 
reservoirs of unanticipated strength a betrayed mother can 
discover in pursuit of her children’s safety in Ruin Falls. (See 
Maryelizabeth’s review in our Summer Reviews newsletter 
and on our website.) Jenny received the Mary Higgins Clark 
award in early May for her debut, Cover of Snow; the award 
is a special recognition from the Mystery Writers of America 
for a work written in the tradition of the Queen of Suspense. 

Catherine Linka
Signs A Girl Called Fearless
In conversation with Mollie Traver
Thursday, June 12, 7:30 PM

Bookseller and author Catherine Linka 
and her editor, Mollie Traver, will discuss 
the process of working together to develop 
and refine the story that became 
Catherine’s young adult debut, A Girl 
Called Fearless. Catherine will also discuss her real world 
inspirations, concerns for young women in the future, and 

actions we can take today. A Girl Called Fearless is an MG 
Fantastic Firsts Pick for May. 

Greg Van Eekhout
Signs California Bones
Friday, June 13, 7:30 PM

Greg Van Eekhout’s latest, California Bones, is set in an 
alternate magical reality where “large parts of the world are 
controlled by osteomancers, sorcerers who gain abilities by 
consuming the remains of magical creatures. Los Angeles 
osteomancers benefit in particular from the La Brea Tar Pits, a 
rich source of fossils from mammoths, saber tooth tigers, 
griffins, dragons, and suchlike. But what happens when these 
magical resources start to dwindle? I’ll tell you what, 
cannibalism, that’s what.” [From Greg’s blog] (See Patrick’s 
review at the bottom of this page.)

James Ziskin
Signs No Stone Unturned
Saturday, June 14, 2:30 PM

James Ziskin is a linguist by training, and 
although he grew up in Amsterdam, NY, 
he has worked and studied all over the 
world, including France, Italy, and India. 
After studying the Romance languages at 
the University of Pennsylvania and 
completing his graduate degree, James 
went on to work as a photo-news producer and writer, and 
from there he became the Director of NYU’s Casa Italiana 
Zerilli-Marimò. Since then, James has settled in Hollywood, 
where he works in the post-production industry, in the 
subtitling/localization and visual effects fields. More recently, 
though, James has focused his gift for language on 
writing. No Stone Unturned is the second book in the Ellie 
Stone Mystery Series.

Noir at the Bar LA
Paying tribute to A.J. Hayes
At the Mandrake
Sunday, June 22, 8:00 PM

A gathering of writers, readers, and crime fiction enthusiasts 
meet at the infamous Mandrake Bar in the City of Angels. 
Most drink, all mingle, and great writers read crime and 
mystery fiction. The June gathering will pay tribute to 
longtime contributor A.J. Hayes. Participating authors include 
Johnny Shaw (Plaster City), Samuel W. Gailey (Deep 
Winter), Ivy Pochoda (Visitation Street), David Putnam (The 
Disposables), and Travis Richardson (Keeping the Record). 
This is a 21 and up only event.

Looking ahead: 
July brings Indie Business Week; Laura McBride at Ladies, 
Lunch, and Literacy – July 2; Jojo Moyes in Mission Viejo – 
July 15; Maggie Shipstead in Mission Viejo – July 17; Karin 
Slaughter at Rancho Santa Margarita Library – July 19; Karin 
Slaughter at Laguna Niguel Library – July 20; Smart Summer 
Reads – July 20, with Alison Gaylin, Taylor Stevens,  
Annabelle Gurwitch, Jo-Ann Lautman, Linda Schreyer; 
Comic-Con International San Diego July 23 – 27, and more 
as the summer continues …
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Speculative Fiction
California Bones by Greg van Eekhout

Osteomancy: Consume something or 
someone’s bones (and sometimes flesh) 
and gain their power (yum). For Daniel 
Blackland of the City of Los Angeles in 
the Kingdom of Southern California, this 
is a way of life, and of death. Daniel has 
been living off the grid ever since he 
witnessed his father’s murder (and 
subsequent consumption) by the oh-so 
evil Heirarch (yum). Now his godfather 
has presented him with an offer he can’t 

refuse. He must breach the unbreachable and retrieve, among 
other things, an unfinished sword: his father’s legacy ...

California Bones is for people who like Jim Butcher, 
Richard Kadrey, and maybe a little Scott Lynch and James 
Ellroy, on the literary side, and then a bit of Ocean’s Eleven 
and a dash of Silence of the Lambs (yum) for the cinematic 
side. You’ll love this gem. I feel it in my bones. – Patrick
A June Fantastic First pick from Tor, $24.99.

Lockstep by Karl Schroeder
While on a surveying mission for his family, young Toby 

McGonigal’s spaceship was severely damaged, forcing him 
into a cold sleep of who knew how long. Flash forward 14,000 
years. Toby is found and revived into a brave new empire … 
an empire based on his family’s lockstep hibernation 
technology, an empire that skips forward through time. 
Lockstep: one month awake, thirty years asleep. Heck of a 
way to keep everyone on the same page when travel between 
planets takes forever. Now our boy Toby 
is stuck between a planet and a 
supernova, with tyrant siblings (yes, 
they’re still alive) who want him out of 
the picture on one side and a cadre of 
new “friends” who would use him as a 
political tool on the other. What’s a 
trillionaire boy to do? The Sleeper has 
awakened, Ender, and by Vorkosigan, 
the enemy’s gate is down.

Excellent premise; Hugo-Nebula 
worthy. – Patrick 
An April Fantastic First pick from Tor, $26.99.

Mystery & Suspense
Invisible City by Julia Dahl

This debut is both an insider’s look at investigative 
reporting and a reporter’s quest to find out about the Orthodox 
Jewish woman who gave birth to her and then abandoned her 
when she was six months old. Rebekah Roberts is a 
20-something journalism major who has moved to New York 
City to start her career and be closer to the protected, 
insulated, Jewish Brooklyn neighborhood where her mother 
once lived and where the inhabitants seem almost invisible to 
the rest of the city. Rebekah works as a stringer for the 
Tribune, a NYC tabloid, running from crime scene to press 
events on an on-call basis. 

Her two worlds begin to intersect when an orthodox woman 
is found naked and dead in trash heap one very cold winter 
morning. As she digs deeper into the cause of the victim’s 
death and begins to interview her family, she also gets closer 
to solving the mystery of her own life and to repairing the 
hole in her heart left by her mother. I hope we will get to see 
more of Rebekah. – Terry
A May Fantastic First pick from Minotaur Books, 
$24.99.


