
Melanie Rawn
Signs Thornlost
Friday, May 2, 7:30pm

Multiple Locus Award nominee and 
former teacher Melanie Rawn has 
crafted fantasy series, both epic and 
urban. With Thornlost, the third 
book in the Glass Thorns series, 
Melanie takes readers back into her 
richly and beautifully-realized high fantasy world of 
magic, politics, and theater. Discuss the Glass Thorns, 
The Dragon Prince, and the Exiles series with Melanie, 
and find out what’s next.

California Bookstore Day  
& Local Author Meet and Greet
Saturday, May 3, all day

Join us as we celebrate California Bookstore Day. We 
can’t think of a better way to celebrate than to hold our 
recurring Local Author Meet and Greet in conjunction 
with this inaugural event. Not only will readers have a 
chance to mingle with over 20 local authors at our 
casual afternoon mixer, starting at 3:00pm, but also just 
as with California Record Store Day (the inspiration for 
California Bookstore Day), there will be plenty of 
limited edition merchandise available! For more 
information, check out CBD’s website 
at cabookstoreday.com, and visit our website for a list 
of authors attending this event. Please note the 
exclusive CBD items are only available in-store.

Don Passman
Signs The Amazing Harvey: A Mystery
Sunday, May 4, 2:30pm

Don Passman stays occupied with his interests in real 
estate investment, guitar, banjo, magic, karate and more 
in addition to his career as one of America’s top 
entertainment attorneys; Don is known to have made 
record-breaking deals for many major artists. Don is 
also a writer with three novels under his belt, and a 
performer of feats of prestidigitation. The Amazing 
Harvey: A Mystery reflects Don’s interest in magic. 
Mystery Scene noted: “It informs the entire novel, from 

the realistic way he describes 
Harvey’s lifestyle and showmanship 
to the very fact that the book itself is 
a carefully constructed mystery — 
Passman creates a literary illusion, 
showing you all you need to know, 
while still maintaining an element of 
surprise, a final flourish that pays off 
handsomely.”

Kathryn Rose
Launch Party for Camelot Burning
Friday, May 9, 7:30pm

Canadian-born author Kathryn Rose was inspired to 
write Camelot Burning after watching the 1953 version 
of Knights of the Round Table. It occurred to her that 
Merlin was more than a perfect fit for a steampunk 
character. Camelot Burning follows the adventures of 
Vivienne, lady-in-waiting by day, and Merlin’s secret 
apprentice by night. Camelot Burning is the first 
installment in the Metal and Lace series. 

Gini Koch
Signs Alien Collective
Monday, May 12, 7:30pm

Author Gini Koch seems not to like free time. With at 
least five pen names, and more than 20 books combined 
under those names, Gini is quite the busy author. Best 
known for her Alien series (unofficially called the 
Katherine “Kitty” Katt series), she and her alternate 
egos write across many genres, including science 
fiction, horror, mystery and even westerns. Join Gini 
for more on her latest novel, Alien Collective, and other 
declassified random musings from the funny girl. 

Indies First Storytime Day 
Storytime at 2:00 PM with Cam Baity and 
Benny  Zelkowicz
Signing The First Book Of Ore: The Foundry’s Edge
Saturday, May 17, 2:30pm

Indies First Storytime Day is the national celebration of 
authors and illustrators who believe in the power of 
stories, and in the beauty of communities formed by 
and around those stories. MGRB will celebrate with 
LA‘s own Cam Baity & Benny  Zelkowicz. The duo, 
whose credits include working on “SpongeBob 
Squarepants” and “The Simpsons,” will read aloud 
from books they didn’t write, but love to read to their 
own kids. Then, at 2:30, we will shift to our more 
traditional event format, and they will discuss The 
Foundry’s Edge, the first book in their middle grade 
fantasy adventure series.

Books Are Better Shared
May 18 from 10:00am to 4:30pm
Norman Murray Community Center in Mission Viejo

Do you belong to a book club or want to join one? 
Would you like exposure to new authors worthy of a 
great book discussion? If you answered yes to either of 
these questions, we have the perfect way for you to 
spend a Sunday. Books Are Better Shared offers 22 

authors, hundreds of book lovers, and some new/fun 
ways to share books with your existing/new book group. 
Also appearing are some of our most enthusiastic and 
informed publisher representatives. They will spend the 
day with us and talk to you about their favorite picks for 
book groups. 

And if that wasn’t enough … take home a book bag 
filled with goodies, enjoy lunch, and meet other readers 
and book groups (or form a new one with new friends)!

Reservations are required. Please visit our website, 
booksarebettershared.com for a list of attending 
authors and to make your reservation.

Jane Rosenberg LaForge
Signs An Unsuitable Princess
Thursday, May 22, 7:30pm

Jane Rosenberg LaForge’s work has 
appeared in numerous publications 
including Poetry Quarterly, 
Boston Literary Magazine and 
THRUSH, just to name a few. Born 
and raised in Los Angeles, just outside 
the suburb of Laurel Canyon, this homegrown author is 
a two time Pushcart Prize nominee and winner of the 
Red Ochre Press’ annual chapbook competition. Jane’s 
latest work, An Unsuitable Princess, is an imaginative 
and magical memoir.

Jim Butcher
Launch Party for Skin Game
Tuesday, May 27, 7:30pm

Harry Dresden has faced any number of 
challenges, and (mostly) lived to fight another day. 
Sometimes survival has required compromise, like 
incurring obligations to the Queen of Air and Darkness – 
the uncomfortable situation that opens the new Dresden 
Files novel, Skin Game. Come talk role-playing games, 
comics, and stories for supporting 
characters with Jim! 

This is a numbered signing. Numbers 
for the signing are free with the 
purchase of Skin Game from 
Mysterious Galaxy, starting at 8am 
on May 27 in Redondo Beach 
(only). Other restrictions may apply. 
Contact the staff for details.

Looking Ahead into Summer: 
Liane Moriarty – June 4; Kate Carlisle – June 5; 
Hannah Dennison – June 5; Terry Hayes – June 6; 
Jenny Milchman – June 7; Phoenix Comicon (AZ) – 
June 5 – 8; Greg Van Eekhout – June 13; James Ziskin 
– June 14; Corinne Duyvis – June 25; and more as 
summer heats up!
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Mystery & Suspense
The Accident by Chris Pavone

In this spin-off from The Expats, the action alternates 
between New York, Copenhagen, Zurich, and Los Angeles, 
during the course of one day in which a tell-all book concerning 
a media mogul’s unsavory past makes the rounds of the book 
publishing and film making industries. The mogul wants the 
manuscript suppressed by any means necessary and elicits CIA 
agent Hayden Gray to carry out his demand. Pavone takes a 
dark ops detour where the body count is no barrier. Hayden 
assists literary agent Isabel Reed as she shops the anonymous 
manuscript, and attempts to prevent her associates from being 
murdered. Of all the agents in NY, why was the book delivered 
to Isabel? Who is the author of this truly unauthorized 
biography? And what is the connection between the people 
crossing paths with this manuscript? Readers who were thrilled 
by Pavone’s award-winning first book will find the thrills even 
greater in The Accident.  – Adrean 
Crown Publishing, $26.00. Signed first editions 
available while supplies last.

Suspicion by Joseph Finder
I’ve been a big Joseph Finder fan 

since Paranoia. His thrillers always grab 
me from the beginning, and I inevitably 
stay up many late nights, unable to put his 
books down. Suspicion was no exception. 
It’s the story of Danny Goodman, a single 
dad who accepts a generous loan from 
Thomas Galvin, the wealthy father of his 
daughter’s BFF. “It’s to ensure my 
daughter’s happiness,” Galvin insists. If 

Danny’s daughter, Abby, is forced to leave their school, Galvin 
knows his daughter will be devastated. Danny reluctantly 
agrees and the next thing he knows, the DEA comes knocking 
on his door. Danny just made a deal with the devil and the only 
way to avoid jail time, or worse, is to cooperate. What follows 
is a violent cat-and-mouse game of deceit and lies that will 
leave you guessing who the real enemy is all the way to the 
end.  – Sarah
Meet Joe at MGSD on June 2. Dutton, $27.95.

Curated Fiction
Troika by Adam Pelzman

This is a truly amazing debut. You will be transfixed from 
its sexy beginning through the backstory of two immigrants 
who have more in common than they initially imagine. Perla 
is a beautiful young Cuban-American who makes a living as 
a stripper in Miami. She lives with her mother and is smart 
and conservative, even though the way she makes her living 
makes this seem like a huge contradiction. Julian is an 
adopted orphan from Siberia who has a 
dark past, but a bright future after he 
arrives in Manhattan to be raised by an 
older Russian couple. These two meet 
long before you begin to understand 
who they are … and it is this journey 
through their lives that will have you 
glued to the page … while you fall in 
love with both of them. This is a writer 
to watch.  – Terry
A June Fantastic First pick. Amy 


