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More November Events in San Diego:

Michelle Hodkin
The Becoming of Noah Shaw 
With guest host Stacee Evans

Sunday, November 12 at noon

Chilling Horror Afternoon

Jonathan Maberry & contributors
Joe Ledger: Unstoppable 
 
Lisa Morton & 
contributors 
Haunted Nights 
 
Lisa Morton 
The Samhanach and 
Other Halloween Treats 
 
Leslie S. Klinger 
The New Annotated 
Frankenstein 
 
Robert Payne 
Cabeen 
Cold Cuts

Sunday, November 12 at 2:00 PM

Joseph Fink & Jeffrey Cranor
In conversation with Nina Garin, KPBS 
It Devours! A Welcome to  
Night Vale Novel

Monday, November 13 at 7:00 PM

Brandon Sanderson
Oathbringer 

Tuesday, November 14 at 7:00 PM

Gregory Manchess
Above the Timberline

Wednesday, November 15 at  
7:30 PM

Joe Zieja
Communication Failure 

Friday, November 17 at 7:30 PM

Matt Coyle
Blood Truth 

Saturday, November 18 at 2:00 PM

Indies First Day!  
Small Business Saturday!

Marcie Colleen
Love, Triangle 
 
Lisa Desimini 
The Fleatastics 
 
Greg Grunberg & Lucas Turnbloom 
Dreamjumper: Curse of the Harvester 
 
Dee Leone 
Dough Knights and Dragons
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Speculative Fiction 
The Tethered Mage by Melissa Caruson 

Melissa Caruson’s The Tethered Mage is a 
historical fantasy, set in an alternative 17th-
century Venice where the doge uses the 
powers of his magical subjects to rule a 
Mediterranean empire. The novel is also a 
charming romance, as heroine Princess 
Amalia fights tradition to realize her love 
for the commoner soldier Marcello. Above 
all, the novel is an intelligent and 
sophisticated exploration of the political 
dimension of magic, how the power 

intrinsic to magic draws people inexorably into relationships 
based on domination and terror, and subsumes magical 
individuals into the state’s calculus of advantage and control. At 
once exciting, romantic, and sophisticated, The Tethered Mage is 
a fresh take on historical fantasy. Highly recommended! – David
Orbit trade paper original, $15.99.  A November Fantastic First

The City of Brass by S.A. Chakraborty 
Nahri uses her quick wits and small magics to eke out a living in 
18th Century Cairo; when her actions in soothing a possessed 
young woman have unexpected results, Nahri releases both the 
djinn, Dara, and a number of ghouls, neither of which she is 
prepared to encounter. Nahri, Dara, and their companions embark 
on adventures that will lead them beyond Daevabad, the titular 
city, from Qart Sahar to Tukharistan, engaging with extraordinary 
and magical beings associated with the four elements, and 
discovering the significance of Nahri’s mysterious heritage. Lush 
and rich with the power of storytelling, The City of Brass is a tale 
to savor over several pots of cardamom tea. –Maryelizabeth
Harper Voyager, $25.99. A November Fantastic First

It Devours! A Welcome to Night Vale Novel  
by Joseph Fink & Jeffrey Cranor

The newest novel from the world of Night 
Vale is a delicious study of the intersection 
between science and religion. It’s a book 
about belief, relationships, interlopers, a 
mysterious desert otherworld, and a 
Smiling God. It follows a scientist, 
Nilanjana Sikdar, who is on a mission to 
discover the origin of mysterious sinkholes 
appearing around her town. Are they the 
result of a government conspiracy? Divine 
retribution from the Joyous Congregation 

of the Smiling God? Do they have something to do with the 
House that Doesn’t Exist? Can Nilanjana figure it out before all 
of Night Vale is consumed? Whether you’re a fan of the podcast 
or not, this book is a treat! I couldn’t put it down! Joyfully, it 
devours! – Gary
Harper Perennial, $21.99.

Autonomous by Annalee Newitz
Autonomous takes a keen look at an all too possible future, 
examining ideas of intellectual and personal freedom, gender 
identity, whether corporate morality is an oxymoron, and more – 
all while presenting an entertaining race-against-the-clock 
scenario with characters the reader will care about (even though 

some of the point-of-view characters have conflicting agendas). 
My favorite new pirate, Captain Judith “Jack” Chen, makes a 
living crafting street versions of pharmaceuticals – she discovers 
the latest drug, marketed as a performance enhancer, has an 
unintended side effect of being super-effective to the detriment of 
the user, and anyone in their manic work path. The parent 
company isn’t admitting any wrong-doing, and indeed has 
suggested Jack’s faux version is at fault. Jack endeavors to create 
an effective counteragent before she’s captured by the zealous 
agents of the International Property Coalition. This is a delicious 
balance of story and thought-provoking ideas. – Maryelizabeth
Tor, $25.99.

The Tiger’s Daughter by K. Arsenault Rivera
This quasi-epistolary work recounts the 
relationship between O-Shizuka (the 
Phoenix Empress, Daughter of Heaven, the 
Light of Hokaro, Celestial Flame, and 
swordswoman extraordinaire) and 
Barsalyya Shefali Alshar (Qorin 
horsewoman and leader). The two were 
born a month apart, mystically connected 
from their birth, both through omens and 
through the belief of their mothers, and yet 
vastly different in their upbringings and 

passions. Both their peoples engage in battle against invading 
demons in the Asian-inspired landscape. K. is a passionate 
tabletop fantasy gamer, and that influence comes through in the 
best way as Shizuka and Shefali face trials and tribulations 
together and separately. Compelling characters – I can’t wait to 
return to this world for more adventures.– Maryelizabeth
Tor trade paper original, $15.99.

Mystery & Suspense
The Scarred Woman by Jussi Adler-Olsen

The Scarred Woman features the 
cantankerous Carl Morck’s unusual and 
likable cold-case team, Department Q. In 
this book Copenhagen’s Department Q is 
tasked with investigating the murder of an 
elderly woman that is suspiciously similar 
to a cold case from a decade ago. 
Concurrently, a hit-and-run murderer of 
young women on welfare is on the loose, 
and Department Q’s smart and erratic Rose 
has a breakdown and disappears. The plot 

lines come together as Carl and his team investigate these cases 
and frantically search for Rose, before it is too late to save her. 
This book touches on a number of themes, including welfare 
system abuse, prostitution, physical disability, psychological 
abuse, and mental illness, but it is also laced with dark humor, 
kindness and love. For fans of Nordic noir, cranky detectives, 
dark humor, and social satire. – Kim 
Dutton, $28.00. 

Graphic Novels 
Bitch Planet by Kelly Sue DeConnick &  
Valentine De Landro (writers)
So painfully misogynist that it wraps around to being the best 
feminist graphic novel ever. Bitch Planet is the story of a prison 
facility that is the only structure on an otherwise uninhabitable 

Meet Our Booksellers

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some of 
the things that make a great book for Constance. 

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves science 
fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, and true.

Gary:  
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world 
building and epic tales of fantasy! 

Kim: 
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies — a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast. 

 
 

Maryelizabeth: 
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s genres 
and media, with an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Sam: 
Sam’s modus operandi is science fiction, fantasy, and horror 
and he has recently been devouring graphic novels of all 
genres. 
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planet, and is populated entirely by “insubordinate” women. In 
this story, women who disagree with the oppressive patriarchy 
are sent to the “Bitch Planet” until they can be brainwashed 
and rereleased into society. When you are sick of politics and 
the state of our world, read Bitch Planet. It is the balm for 
patriarchal wounds of the soul. 10/10. – Sam
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $9.99. 

The Scarecrow Princess by Federico Rossi Edrig
Morrigan Moore, the personification of 
teen ennui, unwillingly accompanies her 
writer mother and elder brother on their 
move to a small town to immerse 
themselves in the local legend of the 
rapacious King of Crows, and the 
Scarecrow Prince who opposes him. 
Morrigan begins to form relationships 
with a local teen and the town’s elderly 
eccentric, but she has drawn the attention 
of the local murder of crows and the 

presence behind them. Vibrant art and engaging characters add 
to the satisfying storyline, suitable for tweens and up. – 
Maryelizabeth
Lion Forge trade paper original, $14.99.

Nameless by Grant Morrison (writer) &  
Chris Burnham (artist)
Super violent and foul, this cosmic horror story is as sick and 
twisted as it gets. Polynesian, Mayan, and Lovecraftian mythos 
inspire this bloody mess through a fractured storyline. It is 
condensed madness, a blood-soaked nightmare, a triumph of 
grotesquerie. If you like dark stories in graphic form, or horror 
told from unusual angles, this is the book for you. – Sam 
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $14.99.

Trees by Warren Ellis (writer) & Jason Howard 
(artist)
Trees is a sophisticated title. It has three or more concurrent 
character-driven story lines told in a time where alien 
technology is here on Earth, and it is destroying society. Our 
beloved characters are learning and enduring in a world at the 
brink of war and utter annihilation, a fire being fueled by the 
misunderstood forces of gigantic alien pillars called Trees. The 
Trees are simply the backdrop, however, and it is the 
characters in this book that really shine. It is a story of human 
lows and highs, of love and hate, of compassion and fear. I’ll 
certainly be keeping up with this storyline! – Sam
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $14.99.

Paper Girls by Brian K. Vaughn (writer), Cliff 
Chiang (artist) & Matt Wilson (colors)
Paper Girls is a nostalgic, 80’s themed, sci-fi urban thriller, 
with a great cast of interesting female protagonists, and time 
travel! Imagine if a gender swapped Stranger Things came 
upon a time machine, or perhaps if Stand By Me crashed into 
Back to the Future. A little scary, a little funny, and a lot of 
totally awesome. Great for fans of Stephen King’s It, Saga, or 
any 80s era sci-fi! – Sam
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $9.99.

Young Adult
Otherworld by Jason Segel & Kristen Miller

Otherworld, set in the near future, asks 
the important question of what real-world 
sacrifices people would be willing to 
make when offered the chance to 
immerse themselves in a virtual reality 
that engages all their senses. The 
mysterious Company that constructed 
Otherworld promises players a chance to 
live their “best lives,” with “No laws. No 
limits. No judgements.” But what are the 
consequences of (virtually) living without 

limits, whether engaging in survival tactics, or indulging one’s 
secret desires? What may be one participant’s utopia may be 
another’s nightmare. Teens Simon and Kat, once the closest of 
friends in real life, now are only able to connect in Otherworld. 
When Simon is desperately seeking Kat, he discovers much 
more than they bargained for. – Maryelizabeth
Delacorte, $17.99. November Fantastic First YA

The Last Namsara by Kristen Ciccarelli
Covered in burn scars, feared by her people, and known as the 
bringer of death, the Iskari, Asha’s one purpose in life is to hunt 
dragons in the hopes of redeeming her corrupted existence. But 
the hundreds of dragon heads she delivers to her father’s throne 
room can’t save the kingdom from the unrest brewing in the 
streets or the cruelties of the past surfacing to demand 
retribution. From the world-building to the mix of harsh and 
gentle characters that come together to weave this tale of growth 
and change, I was a fan. Ciccarelli’s fast-paced writing whisks 
you into the world and before you know it you are nearing the 
end, reading slower and slower to postpone it. The Last 
Namsara shows the power of stories and makes you feel a full 
range of emotions including hope, the hope that dark futures can 
be changed and that we can learn and grow into the people we 
want to be, not the people we are told to be. – Constance
Harper Teen, $17.99. 

A Line in the Dark by Malinda Lo
This murder mystery reminded me a great 
deal of works by Megan Abbott and 
Laura Lippman. Told in two discrete 
sections, first in first person from the 
point of view of possibly unreliable 
narrator Jess Wong, then from a broader 
third person POV, it offers readers a 
reminder of the sometimes suffocating 
emotions of teenage girls and the 
occasionally explosive consequences. 
Jess is no paragon, especially because she 

stifles her romantic feelings for her best friend to the detriment 
of their relationship and more, but she is still a sympathetic 
and recognizable individual. A strong entry in the teen thriller 
field. – Maryelizabeth
Dutton, $17.99.

The Memory Trees by Kali Wallace
Sorrow Lovegood’s strongly matriarchal family trees, depicted 
in the endpapers, are a strongly defining characteristic of 
herself – but she has been separated from that part of her roots 
since she was eight years old. Now, at 16, she returns for the 
summer to her mother and grandmother on their ancestral 
apple orchard in Vermont. Sorrow left because of the tragic 
death of her sister, Patience, who died under circumstances 
Sorrow can’t quite remember. Back with her depressed mother 
and silent-by-choice grandmother, Sorrow’s memories are 
stirred, especially when she comes into contact with the 
Lovegood’s historical adversaries, the Abrams. Wallace’s 
second novel will please readers of Shallow Graves, while 
providing a very different reading experience. – Maryelizabeth
Katherine Tegan, $17.99.

The Chaos of Standing Still by Jessica Brody
On the eve of the one-year anniversary of her best friend 
Lottie’s death, 18-year-old Ryn has even less desire than most 
travelers to spend one long day and night snowed in at the 
Denver airport. However, a chance encounter with a stranger 
with the same cell phone and case is the first in a series of 
events that draw Ryn out of her protective self-imposed 
emotional and artistic stasis. Lottie sent Ryn a text message 
right before her death; to Ryn’s magical thinking process, as 
long as it remains unread, there’s still a part of Lottie alive in 
her world. Charming, immediately emotional, and filled with 
wry observations about life, death, and the universe’s tendency 
towards chaos, this is a rewarding read. – Maryelizabeth 
Simon Pulse, $17.99. 

Fantastic Firsts this November
Science Fiction
The City of Brass
“An extravagant feast of a 
book – spicy and bloody, 
dizzyingly magical, and still, 
somehow, utterly 
believable.” – Laini Taylor

Mystery/Thriller
Bonfire
“With tantalizing twists 
and slow burning 
suspense, Bonfire is a dark 
exploration of what 
happens when your past 
and present collide.”

Young Adult 
Otherworld
“Full of high stakes, thrillers, 
and fantastic twists and turns, 
fans of Ready Player One are 
sure to love this addictive 
read” – Buzzfeed.com

SF/Fantasy PBO
The Tethered Mage
“At once exciting, 
romantic, and 
sophisticated, The 
Tethered Mage is a 
fresh take on historical 
fantasy.” Highly 
recommended!” – 
Bookseller David

Mystery PBO
Cremains of the Day
“You’ll be cheering as 
the clues pileup in this 
creative cozy mystery.”  
– Lynn Cahoon

Mysterious Galaxy’s Fantastic Firsts program is our  
book club that brings you new and exciting reads each  
month at a 20% discount. It’s easy, pick your favorite 

genre (SF/Fantasy, YA, Mystery, Cozy) and receive  
an awesome read each month! 

We can ship it to your door or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at  

858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com


