
Kenneth Turan
Signs Not to be Missed 
At the Luxe Sunset Boulevard Hotel
Wednesday, September 10, 10:00 AM

Kenneth Turan is the film critic for The 
Los Angeles Times and NPR’s “Morning 
Edition,” and a brave one at that. Never 
afraid of the unpopular opinion, Turan 
took a stand against global phenomenon 
“Titanic,” and wrote a review so icy that 
director James Cameron challenged him 
publicly, asking “forget about Clinton — how do we impeach 
Kenneth Turan?” Such ire did not deter Kenneth’s writing, 
and he has forged on with both reviews and books, the latest 
of which is Not to be Missed: Fifty-four Favorites from a 
Lifetime of Film. From “All About Eve” to “Seven Samurai,” 
Kenneth offers insight to each movie’s historical and cultural 
significance. Registration is required and breakfast is 
included. Please call the RB store for more information.

Susan Vreeland
Signs Lisette’s List 
Mission Viejo Library
Sunday, September 14, 3:00 PM

In 1971, Susan Vreeland stepped out of 
the Louvre, and, as she crossed the Pont 
Neuf, was unable to deny her love for 
the art she just experienced. She 
instantly fell in love with the characters 
of her imagination: the quarry worker 
who cut the marble for the Pietà, an apprentice cutting glass 
for Sainte-Chapelle’s windows, a proud mother sending her 
son to the Crusades. Susan’s love for history and art continues 
in her eighth novel, Lisette’s List, where a reluctant Lisette, 
after a move to France, comes under the instruction of her 
husband’s ailing father, the art-loving Pascal. But when 
German forces proliferate the countryside, it means not only 
to threaten Lisette and her family, but the collection of her 
new mentor’s one-of-a-kind paintings.

Women & Words
Meet Gabrielle Zevin, Nicole Mones, Rachel Howzell Hall, 
Kathy Eldon, and Cynthia Bond
The Olympic Collection in West Los Angeles
Saturday, September 20

Women & Words was established in 2003 by a group of 
women who love to read and whose mission is to honor 
women’s words and achievements. They created a literary 
event that promotes women authors and inspires others by 
donating the proceeds to a diverse group of charitable 
organizations. Since 2004, Women & Words has raised almost 
$25,000 for charities such as Children’s Law Center, Penny 
Lane, Women’s Care Cottage, Westside Children’s Center, 
Children’s Institute Inc., Children’s Hospital, WriteGirl, Echo 
Center for Parenting Education, and Reach Out and Read.

This year, you can meet authors Gabrielle 
Zevin (The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry), 
Nicole Mones (Shangahi Nights), 
Cynthia Bond (Ruby), Rachel Howzell 
Hall (Land of Shadows), and Kathy 
Eldon (author of In the Heart of Life and 
founder and chairwoman of the Creative 
Visions Foundation). All proceeds will 
benefit the CHAMPION Fund which is 
the fundraising arm of the Division of 
Adolescent Medicine, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. Join 
fellow literary lovers for a day full of authors, eats, and 
charity! Register on-line at www.womenandwords.com/.

Southern California Writers’ Conference
Hyatt Regency, Newport Beach
Friday, September 19 – Sunday, September 21

Having facilitated $4 million worth of first-time authors’ book 
and screen deals, the Southern California Writers’ Conference 
(SCWC) is devoted to writers of all levels working to become 
both exceptional authors and modern, entrepreneurial self-
advocates. Whether you’re a writer just starting out, a writer 
looking to get professional feedback on your work, a writer at 
the ready, or a writer simply wanting to hang with other 
writers, register now for the Twelfth Annual Southern 
California Writers’ Conference LA (in Newport Beach), 
September 19-21 (writersconference.com/la/). Recent SCWC 
success stories include crime author David Putnam, whose 
debut, The Professionals, was released in Spring 2014.

T. Jefferson Parker
Launches and signs Full Measure 
Fallbrook Public Library
Tuesday, September 23, 6:00 PM

New York Times bestselling author and Southern California 
native T. Jefferson Parker started his career as a journalist, 
while writing what would become his breakout debut, Laguna 
Heat. Twenty-nine years (and many thrilling books) later, he 
is especially proud of his newest book, Full Measure, a love 
story to his hometown of Fallbrook and a personal look into 
the lives affected by the devastating fire of 2007, particularly 
a local farmer and his sons, the younger just home from 
Afghanistan. The Fallbrook Library’s California Reads 
program launch is just the first of many opportunities for 
readers to meet this renowned local author this fall.

Yangsze Choo
Signs The Ghost Bride 
Redondo Beach Public Library Book Club Event
Thursday, September 30, 2:00 PM

After abandoning an attempt to write a novel where an 
elephant is a detective (a novel she comically shuns on her 
website), Yangsze Choo began work on her spirited debut, 
The Ghost Bride. Li Lan, the daughter of a “genteel but 
bankrupt family,” is offered the astonishing chance to marry 
the powerful Lim family’s (recently-deceased) son. Night 
after night, she is drawn to the world of the afterlife 
(complete with ghost cities and vengeful spirits) by her 
deceased suitor, but she cannot deny her attraction to the Lim 
family’s new heir, Tian Bai. To avoid being trapped in the 
ghost world for eternity, she must discover the darkest secrets 
surrounding the Lim family.

October Out and About: 
Conjecture / ConChord 26 with GOH Chelsea Quinn Yarbro 
– October 10 - 12; T. Jefferson Parker at the Cerritos Library 
– Oct. 13; Lisa See at the Huntington Beach Library – 
October 16; San Diego Comic Fest – October 17 – 19;  
T. Jefferson Parker at the Encinitas Library – October 18;  
T. Jefferson Parker at the Laguna Niguel Library – October 
19; Brea/La Hara Day of Authors with Susan Straight, Nicole 
Mones, and T. Jefferson Parker – October 25; Sophie Kinsella 
in Mission Viejo – October 25; What Should I Read with 
Wade Lucas in Mission Viejo – October 29...
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Speculative Fiction
The Queen of Tearling by Erika Johansen

The world of Tearling and its many 
engaging characters is a compulsive read 
from newcomer Johansen. Princess 
Kelsea Raleigh Glynn was smuggled out 
of the Royal Keep in Tearling as an 
infant, hidden, and raised and educated 
by foster parents. Despite her rigorous 
education, Kelsea has no idea what her 
life holds for her until she is picked up 
by the Royal Guard on her 19th birthday 
in order to claim the throne and be 
crowned Queen. Her journey to the 
throne is thrilling, dangerous, and enlightening, and Kelsea is 
tested at every turn. Her kingdom is in peril, her enemies are 
many, and it is a treacherous path to save her people, many of 
whom have no reason to believe that she can do so. Warner 
Bros. has the rights to the movie … but for me, I can hardly 
wait for book two. Highly recommended. – Terry
HarperCollins, $26.99. A July Fantastic Firsts Pick – 
signed first editions available while supplies last.

Soda Pop Soldier by Nick Cole
I should confess up-front that I rarely play video games – 

while I am intrigued by the story telling possibilities the 
medium offers, I don’t fare well with the vertigo all but the 
tamest action games induce. Soda Pop Soldier provided a 
great way to virtually immerse myself (sometimes to vertigo-
inducing degrees) in a gaming universe. Join übergamer 
PerfectQuestion in Nick’s near future technonoir novel, as he 
strives to uncover the deeper agenda behind the assignment he 
and his fellow gamers are given to battle as soldiers for mega 
corporations competing for the prize of advertising space on a 
significantly damaged world. I suspect video game 
aficionados will have an even greater appreciation for Nick’s 
adventure. – Maryelizabeth
Harper Voyager trade paper original, $14.99.

EXO by Steven Gould
In Impulse, readers met Cent, teenage daughter of Jumpers 

Davy and Millie, and experienced the angst of going to a 
new school, meeting people, falling in love, and running … 
okay, jumping … away from some really bad guys. Now 
she’s set her sights a bit higher … okay a whole lot higher. 
Space: The Final Frontier. These are the voyages of Space 
Girl, intrepid teleporting astronaut. Imagine if you will that 
you could literally and figuratively “jump” into space. Think 
of the fun you’d have. Hell, just reading about it was a 
whole lot of fun. I thoroughly enjoyed this outing of our 
favorite teleporting family and even learned quite a bit about 
the ups and downs, ahem, of space travel. Meanwhile, back 
at the ranch, Eryie, Fortress of Solitude … those bad guys 
aren’t just sitting on their hands, nor is everyone else on the 
planet below. – Patrick
Tor, $25.99.

Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel
Although you know on page 2 that famed actor Arthur 

Leander dies of a heart attack on a stage in a Toronto theatre, 
and you find out very quickly that this is a pandemic tale, you 
will not anticipate the course of this story as it moves back 
and forth in time from well before the first scene to 20 years 
after the world as we know it today no longer exists.

The title, Station Eleven, comes from a comic book series 
that connects the main characters: Arthur who is both amazed 
and dismayed at his fame; his first wife, Miranda, who is the 
author of the series; Kirsten, who is only 
8 years old when a deadly flu claims the 
lives of all she loves; and Clark, Arthur’s 
oldest friend. Emily St. John Mandel has 
always impressed me with her work. 
Station Eleven may just elevate her to 
the next level as she explores how much 
we have to lose in the present and what a 
potential future holds for us.  – Terry 
Knopf, $24.95.

Mystery & Suspense
Death Is Like A Box of Chocolates: A Chocolate 
Covered Mystery by Kathy Aarons

As if Michele Serrano and Erica Russell, roommates, best 
friends, and business partners, didn’t have enough to do 
running their shop Chocolates and Chapters, they may have 
to add sleuthing to their resumes. When Denise Coburn, 
photographer and fellow shop owner, is found dead in their 
shop with chocolate froth around her mouth, Chocolates and 
Chapters is closed due to the crime scene, and the health 
department threatens. This fast-paced, entertaining read 
demonstrates all sides of small town life, and introduces a 
cast of characters with complicated, messy, interwoven lives. 
I found every page compulsively readable and couldn’t put it 
down until the final stunning conclusion. Like Michele’s 
chocolates – try it, you’ll like it. – Guest Reviewer  
Sandra Hale
Berkeley Prime Crime paperback original, $7.99.

Young Adult
The Infinite Sea by Rick Yancey

Following the harrowing events of The 
5th Wave, Cassie, Sammy, Zombie, Ringer, 
and their comrades are struggling to 
survive. The human world has been 
devastated. Billions are dead. Mankind is 
on the way out. Or is it? Hope, though but 
a tiny spark, still exists. Like our young 
heroes, the remnants of humanity watch 
the falling skies, praying that the edge of 
tomorrow doesn’t bring them oblivion. I can’t give you much 
(no spoilers!), but I can tell you that The Infinite Sea takes The 
5th Waveball and runs with it, and then jams it down your baby 
sister’s throat. Take all of the augmented teen angst you can 
handle, and then add a sprinkle of good old fashioned 
betrayal, a few enigmatic aliens, and the end of the world as 
you know it. Oh, and let us not forget rats of all kinds. It’s 
always about the rats. – Patrick
Putnam, $18.99.


