
September 2014 in Store in San Diego •  mystgalaxy.com

Jonathan Maberry
Signs Fall of Night
Thursday, September 4, 7:00 PM

Best-selling and multiple-award winning and extremely busy 
author and editor and teacher Jonathan Maberry kicks off 
MG’s September events with his new zombie thriller, Fall of 
Night. Jonathan originally set his infected serial killer on the 
loose in Pennsylvania in Dead of Night; now a frantic search 
is on for the missing scientist who created the patient zero, as 
authorities consider drastic burned earth solutions to the 
spreading plague. Join Jonathan to discuss hand-to-hand 
combat, the Rot and Ruin books, his comics work for IDW 
Publishing, and what the future holds for the acclaimed local 
horror and thriller author’s works in print and on the screen. 

Margaret Coel
Signs Night of the White Buffalo
Friday, September 5, 7:00 PM

Since 1995, Father John O’Malley and 
Arapaho attorney Vicky Holden, the 
stars of the Wind River Reservation 
Mysteries series, have been solving 
crimes and setting things right. They are 
back in their eighteenth outing, Margaret 
Coel’s Night of the White Buffalo. 
Rancher Dennis Carey is found dead in his truck on the 
highway. While news of his death is shocking, it’s made all 
the more intriguing with the revelation that the most sacred of 
all beasts in Native American folklore, the white buffalo calf, 
had recently been born on his ranch. A Colorado native, and 
one who proclaims that mountains, plains, and vast spaces 
are “in her bones,” Coel is the perfect author for these 
thrilling novels.

Steph Cha
Signs Beware Beware
Saturday, September 6, 2:00 pm

Steph Cha, author of 2013’s Follow Her Home, returns with 
her second Juniper Song mystery, Beware Beware. A graduate 
of Stanford University (where she studied English and East 
Asian studies) and Yale Law School, Cha wrote fiction while 
studying for the bar. When she’s not working as a temp 
attorney and author, she can be found freelancing book 
reviews and contributing food writing for The Los Angeles 
Times. Juniper Song’s new assignment, to observe a Los 
Angeles screenwriter at the behest of his New-York-residing 
girlfriend, seems easy at first, but becomes all the more 
complicated when he becomes suspect #1 in an aging movie 
star’s unexpected murder.

Kathy Aarons
Death is Like a Box of Chocolates Launch Party
Saturday, September 6, 4:00 PM

It’s party time with local debut author Kathy Aarons, 
celebrating the publication of Death is Like a Box of 
Chocolates! “Whether it’s to satisfy a craving for chocolate 
or pick up the hottest new bestseller, the locals in charming 
West Riverdale, Maryland, are heading to Chocolates and 
Chapters, where everything sold is to die for…” Um, books 
and chocolate? The MG Staff is enthused and has selected 
Death is Like a Box of Chocolates as a 
Fantastic Firsts pick. Best friends 
Michelle Serrano and Erica Russell are 
celebrating their new book-and-
chocolates business, prepping a cook-off 
for the massive Memorial Day Arts 
Festival crowd. When the portrait 
photographer of Main Street is found 
dead in their store, Michelle and her 
truffles become the focus of the homicide 
investigation.

John Scalzi
Signs Lock In
Monday, September 8, 7:00 PM

Award-winning writer and bestselling author John 
Scalzi is also an active and passionate voice in the fan 
community, mostly through his long-running blog titled 
“Whatever.” With the Hugo, the Locus, the Seiun and Kurd 
Lasswitz awards under his belt, and with books available in 20 
languages, Scalzi has become one of the most recognized 
voices in speculative fiction. Lock In, his newest novel set 
fifteen years in the future, finds the population split by a nasty 

virus, with one percent being “locked in”: 
fully aware yet unable to move or speak. 
When new technology allows for those 
locked in to communicate with others, 
and at times control others, things get 
complicated . . . especially when murder 
is involved.

This is a numbered event – numbers for 
the signing line are free with the 
purchase of Lock In from Mysterious 
Galaxy.

David Bajo
Mercy 6 Launch Party
Tuesday, September 9, 7:00 PM

Throughout his adult life, David Bajo has been a journalist, 
translator, and professor, working at such universities as 
Boise State and UC-Irvine (where he received his MFA). 
Currently, he teaches creative writing at The University of 
South Carolina, where he also directs the MFA program. 
Mercy 6, his third novel, begins when four people at a newly 
renovated Los Angeles hospital simultaneously collapse in 
the same instant. While Dr. Mendenhall tries to discover the 
cause of death, she finds herself in a locked-down hospital 
that is both hastily monitored by hospital administrators and 
surrounded by guards. With limited resources, Mendenhall 
must act fast to find the truth behind these deaths and 
discover what this will mean for the rest of the world.

Lauren Beaukes
Signs Broken Monsters
Tuesday, September 16, 7:00 PM

Before she was a best-selling novelist, 
Lauren Beaukes wore such hats as 
documentary filmmaker, television 
showrunner, and graphic novel writer. 
She has received numerous accolades for 
her work, with her 2010 novel Zoo City 
winning the Arthur C. Clarke award for 
best novel in 2011. Lauren delivers yet again with Broken 
Monsters, a tale of “broken cities, broken dreams, and broken 
people” that begins with Detective Gabriella Versado finding a 
fused-together body composed of equal parts boy and deer. As 
more and more disturbing bodies are found, Gabriella, her 
persistent journalist daughter Layla, and a man just trying to 
keep his homeless family safe, all experience what it’s like to 
live in forlorn Detroit when monsters of all types come to visit.

Steven Gould
Signs Exo
Wednesday, September 17, 7:00 PM

While YA and adult science fiction 
author Steven Gould has received 
numerous awards for his novels and 
short fiction, he is most proud that his 
debut novel, Jumper, was placed on the 
American Library Association’s Top 100 
Banned Books list 1990-1999. As he 
notes, “Jumper was right there at #94 between Steven King’s 
Christine and a non-fiction book on sex education. Then that 
Rowling woman came along and bumped us off the bottom of 
the list.” Exo, his fourth novel in the Jumper series, focuses 
on Cent, daughter in the only teleport-able family on Earth. 
While teleportation allows Cent to shop in Tokyo or sip tea in 
London, it also makes her a target for dangerous people who 
seek only to use her power for their own sinister objectives.

Chelsea Cain
Signs One Kick
Friday, September 19, 7:00 PM

As her online bio states, Chelsea Cain was not an ordinary 
child ...with her expansive pet cemetery and the deep interest 
in the local terror known as The Green River Killer. Later, as 
she worked as a journalist and PR firm’s creative director, she 
toiled away at fiction writing. While she wrote novel after 
novel, it wasn’t until she saw The Green River Killer back in 
the news, this time in hand cuffs, that she received the 
inspiration for her “gory thriller” that 
would become 2007’s Heartsick, an 
MG signed first edition pick. Five 
novels later, Chelsea launches One 
Kick, the first in a new series, about a 
former kidnap victim who has 
developed resilience and combat skills 
and uses them to find two missing 
children. One Kick is one of our 
Fantastic First selections for September.

Anna Carey and Gretchen McNeil
Sign Blackbird and Get Even
Sunday, September 21, 2:00 PM

Two prominent names in Southern CA young adult fiction 
come to visit us with their newest releases! Anna Carey, 
author of the renowned Eve Trilogy, studied creative writing 
at NYU before getting her MFA in fiction from Brooklyn 
College. Blackbird’s a protagonist has no memory of herself, 
but a curious tattoo on her wrist bears the likeness of the 
titular bird and the code: FNV02198. While this is mystery 
enough, the bigger question she faces is why everyone seems 
to want her dead.

Before she was delivering splashes of YA horror, Gretchen 
McNeil was an opera singer and voice actress, most notably 
the voice of Mary on G4’s animated program Code Monkeys. 
Her fifth novel, Get Even, centers around a group of girls 
who have formed “Don’t Get Mad,” a secret group 
responsible for seeking revenge on bullies and crooked 
teachers. But when a dead body bearing a “DGM” card is 
found, it looks like someone wants revenge on them.

James Ellroy
Signs Perfidia
Monday, September 22, 7:00 PM

James Ellroy is no stranger to humanity’s 
dark side since his exposure to the 
tragedy of homicide in his early years. 
James has brought his knowledge of 
mystery and love for fiction to his literary 
Los Angeles, writing noteworthy novels 
such as The Black Dahlia and L.A. 
Confidential. Perfidia, his newest, begins at the brink of World 
War II with the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor and the 
subsequent stateside panic. As Japanese internment begins, the 
hellish murder of a Japanese family brings four people 
together: a captain on the police force, a brilliant Japanese-
American forensic chemist, an adventurous young woman, and 
character most familiar to loyal Ellroy readers, Irish émigré 
Dudley Smith.

This is a numbered event – numbers for the 
signing line are free with the purchase 
of Perfidia from Mysterious Galaxy.

Andrew Mayne
Signs Angel Killer
Friday, September 26, 7:00 PM

Performing on five continents and having his own television 
show on A&E has earned magician Andrew Mayne many 
self-proclaimed “Mayniacs.” In addition to being one of the 
biggest names in magic, he is the author of five bestselling 
mystery and thriller novels, with Angel Killer becoming the 
UK’s fifth best-selling independent novel in 2012. Jessica 
Blackwood, the protagonist of Angel Killer, was a gifted 
magician before becoming an FBI agent. When the work of a 
devious hacker known only as “The Warlock” leads her to a 
grisly scene at a cemetery, she discovers she’ll have to use 
her former skills to stop this villain who wields the power of 
illusion and seemingly supernatural powers.

Tod Goldberg
Signs Gangsterland
Saturday, September 27, 7:00 PM

Tod Goldberg is the author of Fake Liar 
Cheat, Living Dead Girl, and five novels 
based on the popular television series 
Burn Notice. His non-fiction appears in 
many publications, including The Los 
Angeles Times and The Wall Street 
Journal, and he can be heard on Literary 
Disco, a podcast he co-hosts. Gangsterland, his third stand-
alone novel, centers on hit man Sal Cupertine’s attempt to 
obtain a new identity as a Rabbi after a botched assassination 
attempt forces him to kill three FBI agents. But as Sal soon 
learns, neither the mafia, nor the FBI agent out to get the party 
responsible for killing his three partners, will be easy to escape.

October Occasions at MGSD: 
Melissa Marr — October 5; Matt Cook — October 7;  
T. Jefferson Parker — October 9; Star Wars Reads Day with 
Chris Alexander — October 11; Barry Lancet — October 12; 
Gillian Anderson — October 14; R.A. Salvatore — October 
15; James Frey — October 15; Young Adult Blizzard Tour 
with Sara Raasch, Kathryn Rose, and Kiersten White — 
October 16; Greg Bear — October 16; Hank Phillipi Ryan — 
October 26; Garth Nix — October 27; Charlie Lovett — 
October 28; Patrick Rothfuss — October 29...
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